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PREFACE.

O~e Hunorep Years have now elapsed since
the first Methodist Society was formed. That aus-
picious event dated the commencement of a new
and glorious era in the history of Christianity.
The moral revolution which Methodism, under
the blessing of Almighty God, has already pro-
duced, has not been surpassed in magnitude and
rapidity since the days of the Apostles. Its *line
has gone out through all the earth, and its words
to the ends of the world ;" and while we behold it,
all-animate still with the ardour and energy of its
first love, “as a bridegroom coming out of his
chamber, and rejoicing as a strong man torun a
race,” is it too much to expect, that the day is
coming when it will be universally recognized as

the selectest agency of a redeeming Providence,
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vi PREFACE.

in ushering in the glories of millennial renovation

and joy?

Religious apathy and ecclesiastical intolerance,
on the one hand, and the predominating influence
of, doctrinal prejudice, on the other, have ever,
not merely denied historical justice to the immortal
Wesley, his coadjutors and immediate successors,
but in many instances treated them with contempt
and calumny. Those stars, however, in the Sa-
vieur's right hand, are now fast dissipating the
clouds that so Jong dimmed their lustre, and are
becoming broader and more refulgent to the view,
in proportion as we recede from them. How ani-
mating the spectacle we witness at the present
moment! Thousaunds, and tens of thousands, in-
stinot with a hallowed emulation to testify their
gratitude to God, for the inestimable blessings of
Methodism, are coming forward, and with a li-
beralitv unexampled in the annals of the Church,
decreeing the MoNuMENTAL CELEBRATION of its
CENTENARY on a scale commensurate with the

greatness of the occasion. Already does the Trea-
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or command our admiration. We feel a sort of
instinctive curiosity to know the source whence
the instrument of our gratification has been deriv—
ed ; and expect to find our pleasure increase in pro-
portion as we discover by what means it has
been brought, from its simplest elements and its
smallest dimensions, to its actual state of symmetry

and grandeur.”

A synoptical digest of whatever materials are
necessary to the formation of a correct estimate of
Methodism, in its general character and progres-
sive operations, may be confidently anticipated
from the forthcoming volume on the subject by
the PresipENT of the British Conference, THE
REevEREND THOMAS JacksoN,—a desideratum in
the literature of Methodism which his previous
productions evince him to be so admirably qualifi-
ed to supply.

On the writer of the following Memoir an hum-
bler task has devolved—that of tracing one of the
tributary streams of this majestic river from its

source, in connection with the history of him who
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any light hafpen to issue from an opposite quarter,
he trusts he possesses sufficient humility and wis-
dom not to disregard the prudential maxim, Fas
est et ab hoste doceri. ““It is wise to derive

knowledge even from an enemy.”

He now commends this Memoir, with all its im-
perfections, to the blessing of Heaven, praying that
he who has compiled, and all who may peruse it,
may be *‘ followers of them, who through faith and
patience inherit the promises.”

M. RICHEY.

Upper Canada Academy,
May, 1839.




MEMOIRS, &c.

CHAPTER 1.

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS—MR. BLACK’S BIRTH—RE+
MARKABLE PRESERVATION FROM PREMATURE DEATH
~—HIS FIRST SERIOUS IMPRESSIONS—HIS MOTHER’S"
BOLICITUDE AND EFFORTS FOR HIS SPIRITUAL WEL-
FARE —THE FAMILY EMIGRATE TO NOVA SCOTIA—
HIS NEW ASSOCIATIONS EXERCISE AN UNHAPPY IN-
FLUENCE OVER HIM—SEEKS REST IN VAIN AMUSE-
MENTS, BUT FINDS NONE.

MixisTERIAL biography, when its subject, having
taken upon him the sacred office, in obedience to a hea-
venly call, and with a clear perception of the momen-
tous trust and responsibility it involves, dedicates
himself with corresponding zeal and fidelity to the
discharge of its functions, cannot fail to be eminently
instructive and useful. To the general delineations
of religious character,—invariably the same in its es-
sential elements, whether found in a condition of
tranquil seclusion, or amidst the excitements of pub-
lic life,—it adds the interest of a new order of inci-
dents ; whilst the exercises of personal religion are
often very materially modified by the trials and cir-
cumstances of office.

With the annals of a devoted minister of the Lord
Jesus Christ, there are also interwoven numerous il

B



2 MEMOIRS OF THE

lustrations of God’s dealings with his Church ; all of
which, however varied their aspects or inscrutable
their reasons, are seen to terminate in the same ra-
diant point,—the glory of redeeming grace in the sal-
vation of his people. And when the existing state of
the cause of God is such, as to give unusual promi-
nence to the operations of his grace in the conversion
of souls, general attention is arrested,—a spirit of
serious enquiry pervades families and neighbourhoods,
penitents weep in secret places,—the sons of God ex-
ult,—the demon of persecution is roused, and often is-
sues from lurking places where he was least of all sus-
pected to exist, sceptics, like raging waves of the sea,
foam out their own shame, or, mute with astonish-
ment, start at the view of the unshrouded arm of Je-
hovah, while his Gospel goes forth, as at the first,
attended with divine demonstrations of its celestial
origin and virtue.

Atno period in the history of the Christian Church,
if we except the obscure and superstitious ages that
preceded the glorious day of the Reformation, have
the interests of vital godliness been at a lower ebb in
England than when the Wesleys, Whitfield, and their
coadjutors, like faithful watchmen on the walls of
Zion, began to sound the note of alarm-in the ears of a
guilty and slumbering nation. Imbued with the spirit
of the first heralds of the Lamb, untrammelled by the
formalities of prescriptive usage, those holy men tra-
velled beyond the precincts of particular churches ;
they went out into the highways and hedges ; and in-
spiring the trumpet of the everlasting Gospel with no
uncertain sound, they soon caused its undying echoes
to be heard throughout the length and breadth of the
land. A national revival of religion was the blessed
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with distinguished lustre among the most energetic re-
formers of a decayed and torpid Christianity, and the
most illustrious benefactors of mankind.

The mass of ignorance and vice which they assail-
ed was sufficient to test and dismay the most heroic
spirits. And had they stood alone, the combat would
indeed have been unequal ; their occasional triumphs
could not have been followed up or long sustained.
But the work was the Lord’s, with whom there are
never wanting the requisite resources for accomplish-
ing his designs. A species of agency unthought of by
those who first entered the field, and even opposed to
their educational views and prejudices, came to their
help—extraordinary messengers—who, though for the
most part destitute of the imposing preliminaries of a
Collegiate preparation for the ministry, wielded with
divine effect those weapons which are mighty, through
God, to the destruction of the fortresses of sin and
Satan.

Among those, though at the distance of nearly half
a century after Wesley commenced his career, the sub-
ject of these memoirs was called to occupy an import-
ant sphere of usefulness. His labours being confined
to the Provinces of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick
till after the death of the venerable founder of Me-
thodism, he never enjoyed the coveted pleasure of see-
ing him. He was, however, for a series of years, ho-
noured with his paternal affection, counsel, and confi-
dence,—as will appear in the course of the narrative,
which we shall no longer withhold from the reader.

Tae RevErenp WiLLiam Biack was born of re-
spectable parents, at Huddersfield, a large and flou-
rishing town in West Yorkshire, in the year 1760.






6 MEMOIRS OF THE

" ceived, not as the result of chance, but as emanating
from the vigilant providence of Him who ¢ numbers
the hairs of our head, and in whose hand our breath
is.” Young as the subject of our narrative then was;
this impressive occurrence was not without some salu-
tary influence upon his mind ; and that it was indeli-
bly engraven upon his memory and heart as a merci-
ful and monitory dispensation of the Most High, is
apparent from the fact that, in recording many years
afterwards the most signal mercies by which his life
had been crowned, he places it at the head of the ca-
talogue.

It is not always easy to trace back the serious im~
pressions of a mind, trained under a religious influence,
to their incipient operation. On Mr. Black’s own au-
thority, however, we can state, that he was not more
than six years old when his mind was first deeply agi-
tated with a view of his state ag a sinner, and the aw-
ful anticipations of eternity. His feelings under these
“ compunctious visitings,”> will be best portrayed in
his own ingenuous and inartificial language :—¢¢ When

- ), I was very young, even as early as five years old, I

had some serious impressions ; God’s Spirit began to
operate upon my mind. When I was six, I often
wished I was a toad or a serpent, or any thing but
what I was. For I thought, as a toad has no soul, it
cannot be miserable ; but I am in danger of being lost
-~/ and tormented by the wrath of God for ever. Oh that
I had never been born! I found an enmity in my
heart against God, in his holiness and justice. Itrose,
young as I then was, against his sovereignty and do-
minion. It galled me to think that I must either re-
pent or perish ; so that many times before I was ten
years of age, had it been in my power, I would have
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grateful testimony :—¢ While my father was in Ame-
rica, my dear mother paid particular attention to the
concerns of my soul. Frequently did she take me
aside into her closet to talk and pray with me. Often
did she relate the dealings of God with herself ;—how,
when she was about sixteen years old, she was con-
vinced of sin, and experienced the love of God shed
abroad in her heart by the Holy Ghost ; thatshe knew
her sins forgiven, and that her Redeemer lived. Fre-
quently and affectionately did she press the necessity
of conversion and the new hirth upon my conscience.
Nor were her godly admonitions altogether in vain.
They deeply affected me. Many times they sent me
to my closet to my knees, where with tears I besought
the Lord for mercy.”

It were gratifying to be able to relate that these re-
lentings of heart, and applications for mercy, issued
in true conversion ; that blossoms of promise so fair,
were soon followed by the fruits of righteousness. But
we are denied that satisfaction. Even the pathos of
maternal eloquence, though its subjects be replete with
overwhelming interest—the love of the Saviour, and
the joys and woes of a never ending exnstence,—has
not power to win the alienated affections to God. As-
sailed by this species of benignant aggression, the
heart may, indeed, throw off its shield of wonted ob-
duracy,—it may tremble with alarm, and dissolve in
natural sensibility, and agonize with apparent contri-
tion ; but such symptoms of godly sorrow are by no
means unequivocal ; they are hopeful presages, but
no certain indications of that ¢ repentance unto sal-
vation which ncedeth not to be repented of.” We
are in no danger, we conceive, by this suggestion, of
discouraging the efforts of religious parents to pro-
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From thee is all that soothes the life of man;

His high endeavour and his glad success;

His strength to suffer, and his will to serve.

But O! thou bounteous giver of all good !

Thou art of all thy gifts thyself the crown;

Give what thou canst, without thee we are poor,

And with thee rich, take what thou wilt away.”
CowPER.
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of the senses, though given in circumstances highly
favourable to their calm and convincing exercise, must

be set aside,—and the progressive character and inti-

mate agreement, the peerless grandeur and majestic

simplicity of the series of revelations that compose the

sacred records, must be accounted for without the sup-
position of their having emanated from the Supreme

Intelligence. Till then let the infidel suspend his pro-
pensity to indulge in invidious and self-complacent

comparisons ; let him not gratuitously felicitate himself
on his intellectual magnanimity, and impugn the dis--
ciple of the New Testament, as weak and' credulous.

" 'The celestial origin of the Gospel is susceptible of
another species of demonstration,.as satisfictory to the

heart imbued with its influence, as that, which has
been just hinted at, is to the understending. The Gos-

pel is essentially a remedial scheme. Its grand and pe-

culiar characteristic is, that it unfolds the ruin of man

by himself, and his recovery by the mercy and grace of
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Along with

an exposure of the disease in all its malignancy, which

has laid waste our moral constitution, it exhibits a di-
vine specific, of unfailing virtue, to invigorate with spi-
ritual health all who receive it. From such a system,

the idea of EXPERIMENTAL RELIGION, however stig-
matised as ENTHUSIASM by those who ‘“know not the

Scriptures, neither the power of God,” is obviously in-
separable. ¢ The truth as it is in Jesus” cannot be ade-
quately understood without being felt. ¢The natural

man,” however gifted by nature, or cultivated by edu-
cation, “receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God ;

they are foolishness unto him ; neither can he know

them, because they are spiritually discerned.” If, with-.
qut this divine illumination and experience, a man can
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sable is an experimental acquaintance with the science
of salvation to him who would preach ¢ Christ cruci~
fied,”

¢ In thoughts that breathe, and words that barn.”

In the biography of such a minister, the record of
his conversion to God will always occupy a prominent
place. Thisgreat and blessed change was experienced
by Mr. Black when about nineteen years of age. He
sometime afterwards wrote an account of it to Mr..
‘Wesley, who thus introducesitin his published Jour-
nal :—April 15, 1782. T had now leisure to tran-
scribe a letter, wrote last May, from Ambherst, in Nova

_/ Scotia, by a young man whose father, some years since,.
" went thither with his whole family” :—

¢ In the year 1779, I saw, if I would go to heaven,
I must lead a new life. But I did not know I wanted
an inward change, or sce the deplorable state I was in

. by nature, till I was at a prayer meeting held at Mr.
< Oxley’s. While they were praying, my heart began to
throb within me, my eyes gushed out with tears, and I
cried aloud for mercy ; as did most that were in the
room, about fourteen in number. One, indeed, could

not hold from laughing, when we began to cry out;

but it was not long before he cried as loud as any. In

a few moments it pleased God to fill Mrs. Oxley with

joy unspeakable. After this, we went almost every

. night to Mr. Oxley’s to sing and pray. Going thence
one night, and seeing the Northern Lights, I thought, *

¢ What, if the Day of Judgment be coming ? I threw

_, myself down on the ground, and cried to the Lord for
.~ mercy. On Sunday, Mr. Wells, an old Methodist,-
came to Ambherst, and gave us an exhortation, in which

_ e said, “Sin and repent, sin and repent, till you rgpent






1
i
)

30 . MEMOIRS OF THE

‘“Not long after, Mr. Oxley’s son came to our
house ; and lay with me, and complained of his hard-
ness of heart. After I had talked with him a little
while, the Lord laid his hand on him in a wonderful
manner ; so that he rolled up and down, and roared as
in the agonies of death. But between one and two in
the morning, he likewise could rejoice in God his Sa-
viour. These are a few of the wonderful works of
God among us ; but he is also working upon the hearts
of the inhabitants in general.”

“WiLLiam Brack, JUNg..”

A more minute detail of the circumstances connect-
ed with a part of Mr. Black’s history so full of inte-
rest, cannot fail to be peculiarly acceptable to the rea-
der. I therefore extract a more circumstantial state-
ment from a short account of the Lord’s dealings with'
his soul, drawn up by himself,.the autograph of which
now lies before me.

¢ In the Spring of 1779, the Lord began in a more:
powerful manner;. to operate upon my mind. The oc-
casion of it was as follows :—A few of the old Metho-
dists who emigrated from England, some years before,
having had something of a revival in their souls, be-

_gan to hold little meetings Tor prayer and exhortation.

God blessed their word, some were awakened ; and it
was presently rumoured abroad, that such and such
were converted. This helped to set the people a-
thinking and enquiring, whether these things were so.

“One day, my brother John had been over at Fort
Lawrence. On his return he informed me that G.
Swinburne told him that John Johnson and another
man were converted, and knew their sins forgiven,
and that he ought to seek the same blessing. ¢ But’,
said he <1 do not believe it, for Johnson was playing
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did. One young man, at first, began to laugh atus.
He thought, ¢ What ! you never committed murder, or
did any thing so dreadful, that you need to make such
fools of yourselves, and roar out like mad people.’
But God soon turned his laughter into sorrow. An
arrow of conviction fastened in his heart, and he roar--
ed out louder than any,. “God be merciful to me a sin~
ner.’ Ten or eleven continued thus crying for some
time. In about an hour, God graciously set Mrs..
Oxley at liberty. Her soul was brought out of dismal
darkness into light truly marvellous. Oh! how did
her soul exult in the Redeemer, and magnify his

"blessed name.. 'W.e continued. our meeting for two or

three hours, and then parted. I went home with my

«~three brothers-and sister, weary and heavy laden. It

seemed to me if an hundred people had been there,,
they must have been all awakened..

,~ “From this time, for some months, we met almost
/ every night, to- sing and pray ; generally continuing

from a little after sun-down, until midnight. Fre-
quently, I with another remained till day-light. To
weep—to fast—to pray—wasnow become as my meat
and drink. I did not desire any thing else until I
found Jesus. I thought, I talked, of Jesus ; nor could
I bear to hear of any thing but what had a tendency
to lead my soul to him. It filled. me with amazement
to see men endowed with reason, and capable of en-
joying God’s love, or of bearing his wrath,. for ever,
spending their precious moments in the most trifling'
and unprofitable ‘conversation.

“ Returning one night frommeeting, it was:impress-
ed upon my mind,— The curse of God hangs over
prayerless families ; God is not worshipped in your
family ; this is your sin. Before this, my mind had
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-wretches on earth. Iknow I am a child of wrath,
and an heir of hell ; and should I die here I am un-
done forever, and yet I cannot shed a tear. Alas!
alas ! I am worse than ever. In this deplorable state
I laid me down, concluding I was farther and farther
from God. I mourned because I could not mourn,
and grieved because I could not grieve.,

*“The day following was our monthly meeting, at
Mr. Foster’s of Fort Lawrence ; “md such a day, my
eyes never beheld, before or since. Mr. Wells’
prayer was just suited to my case ; every word came
home with keen conviction, and sank deeper in my
heart than ever. Formerly, I longed to feel my sins
a greater burthen, and prayed that iy distress might
‘be increased ; I seemed greedy of sorrow ; and to shed
tears, afforded some relief. But mow, the scene was
changed. My sins were a burthen intolcrable to be
borne. I was weary of life. I saw myself justly con-
demned, and said within myself, ‘I wish I was dead :
if God pleases to save, it is infinite mercy ; if he
damns me—bhe it so—it is righteous and just; I can-
not help myself.” Every thing augmented my sor-
rows. A cock crowing, just at this time; brought
strongly to my recollection Peter’s denial of his Mas-
ter. I cried within myself ‘Oh! I am wretchedly
denying the Lord Jesus a place in my heart. I like
Peter, have denied the Lord.’

.~ ¢ After the meeting, John Newton came to me and
said, ¢ Surely,”'Willy, there must be something that thou
art not willing to give up, or else God would have deli-
vered thy soul ere now.” I replied, ‘I am in Francis
Spira’s condition.” ‘No! No ! said the good old
man; ‘I believe it will not be long before the Lord
deliver thy soul. Sorrow may endure for a night, but
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my Righteousness. Instantly, my burden dropped of.
—my guilt was washed away—my condemnation was
‘removed—a sweet peace and gladness were diffused
abroad in my soul—my mourning was turned into joy,
and my countenance, like Hannah’s, told my delive-
rance,—it was no more heavy. After returning public
thaoks, I went home praising God. All my song was,

¢ Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.”

« But though I look upon this as the time of my es-
‘pousals to Jesus, I have many times since experienced
““Tar greater joy than then.

“'T'he next morning, my brother John came to in-
quire the state of my soul. I said, ¢ O ! blessed be the
Lord, I ain happy ; he hath graciously delivered me,
and makes my heart to rcjoice in his name,” &c. He
went and told my brother Richard, who, some time
after, came to propose a similar question. In the mean-
time, not feeling an equal degree of joy, I began to
question whether I had indeed found the Lord ? or
whether the peace I now felt was right or not ! I said,
I cannot tell you ; I do not feel as I did. My mind
is at peace, but not so happy as it was.” Soon after
hig departure, while I was reading, the Lord again
smiled upon my soul, and cheered my heart, as with
the new wine of his kingdom. My scruples were all
removed, and I could cry, My Lord ! and my God!

“ Now, I concluded, my mountain is strong, and
caunot be moved. But what are we, if God for a mo-
ment hide his face ?

“'The same evening we went to Mr. Oxley’s, where
seeing m;my in great distress, I said, *Oh! that yo
would all come to Christ : surely you may all believ
it you will ; it is easy to believe.” It was instant;
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suggested to my mind, ¢ You are deceived ; you are in-
flated with pride’ ;—and that with such power, that
all my comforts fled, and I was constrained to cry out
in the presence of them all, Oh! what a wretch am’
L. Isaid a few minutes ago, you may all believe if you
will ; and now I cannot believe myself.> I went into
the ficld, and throwing myself on the ground, cried to
the Lord for help. He heard my prayer, he saw my
distress, and filled my soul with love, and bade me go
in peace. ‘Lord! what a wavering, inconstant soul
am[! Sometimes I feel thy love,—I behold thy ful-
nesz,—I[ see thee altogether lovely, and conclude that
I shall never doubt thy love again. But no sooner
does the storm come on—the winds blow—and the seas
run high—than I begin to doubt ; and the more I doubt,
the more I sink, and should perish altogether, if thou
didst not stretch out thine arin to ine, as thou didst to
sinkinz Peter.’ However, these temptations from the
enemy confirmed me the more, for proportional com-
forts always followed them ; if iy distress was great,
my deliverance was greater.  This, I find, has been
the case to the present time. I now went on my way
rejoicing.
¢ Jesus, all the day long,
Was my joy and my song,
O that all his salvation might sce !
e hath loved me, I cried,
He hath suffered and died,
T'o rleem such a rebel as me !
On the wings of his love,
I was carried above
Al sin, and temptation, and pain;
1 could not believe
That I ever should grieve,—
‘fhat 1 ever should suffer again.’
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s Every thing conspired to make me happy. Whether:
1 looked upon the heavens above, or the earth be-
neath, they sparkled with the Creator’s glory ; all crea-
tion seemed to smile upon my soul, and speak its Ma-
ker’s praise. The fields broke forth into singing, and
the trees clapped their hands. The glory of Lebanon
was given unto them—the excellency of Carmel and
Sharon, because of the glory of God, and the excel-.
lency of our God. In man, and beast, I saw. the wis-
dom, power, and goodness of God, shine conspicuously..
I was filled with wonder, and felt the utmost tender-
ness and love for every creature God had made. With.
glowing admiration I have beheld, and with gratefuk
praise confessed, the inimitable skill of his all-creating
hand in the formation of a fly,. and the painting of a
flower. More especially when I considered,—¢ This
is not barely the work of God,. but of my God, my fa~
ther, and my friend.”? When I reflected on death, judg-
ment, heaven, or cven hell, it filled me with comfort ;
but above all,—at the name of Jesus, my heart took
fire, and kindled into love.”

To every mind not incurably sceptical on the sub-.
Jject of vital religion, this beautiful and vivid descrip-
tion, must carry evidence, at once of its reality and
power. It is, indeed, convenient for those who place
religion in a cold and barren arthodoxy of sentiment,
or estimate the excellency of Christianity, merely by
the superiority of its moral code to the ethics of a Se~
neca, or of an Epictetus, to represent such dcclarations
of triumphant joy and confidence in God, as the lan-
guage of fanaticismand mental delusion. They ought,
however, to be reminded, that a prominent doctrine of
Him, who spake as never man spake, is, ¢ Ye must be

~ horn again I’ And, though the announcement may pre-.
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and rejoice in hope of the glory of God ; and not only
80, but we glory in tribulations also.” ¢ Whom hav-
ing not seen, ye love, in whom though now ye see him
not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable, and
full of glory.” Unless, then, the Gospel has come
down to us stripped of its pristine glory, desolated of
its joy-inspiring energy,—that is, unless it has ceased to
be ¢ the power of God unto salvation to every one that
believeth,> he who does believe with the heart unto
justification, has the Spirit’s testimony of his interest
in the paternal love of God ; he has—

¢« What nothing earthly gives, nor can destroy,—
The soul’s calm sunshine, and the heart-felt joy.”

It is not, however, thence to be concluded that he is
placed on an eminence above the reach of temptation.
Exemption from the trial of his faith, is not to be an~
ticipated by the Christian, on this side the goal of eter-
nal felicity. His spiritual life, like the pillar that con-
ducted the march of the Israelites in the desert, has an
opaque as well as a luminous aspect ; it is a tissue of
temptation and of triumph. It is natural, indeed, amid
the incipient joy of reconciliation to God, to think
otherwise. The future, as well as the present, then re-.
ceives its colouring from the ineffable peace experienc-
ed within, and exhibits naught to the mind’s eye, but
a boundless prospect of happiness. Christ appears to
address the soul in that loveliest of poetry, ¢ Lo, the
winter is past, the rain is over and gone, the flowers
appear on the earth, the time of the singing of birds is
come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in the land.”
‘Who can wonder, if reposing thus under the tree of
life, and regaling himself, for the first time, with its
awbrosial fruit, the young convert should imagine thag
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- says, ° was this blasphemous thought injected into my
mind, that I do not wonder St. Paul exhorts, ¢ Above
all, take the shield of faith, wherewith ye may be able
to quench the fiery darts of the wicked one.” They are
well called ¢fiery darts’; darts, because of the “sud-
denness, and swifiness, with which they fly,—and fiery
darts, because of their inflammatory nature, setting on
fire all the remains of corruption. However, I reject-
ed the thought with the utmost abhorrence. - But ano-
ther soon followed,—¢ You are no Christian, or such a
thought could never have entered your mind ; you,
surely, are not born again.> With these suggestions I
sometimes reasoncd to my hurt. I did not always con-
sider that it is no sin to be tempted, unless we make
the temptation our own, by giving way to it. I was
ignorant of Satan’s devices. A few days after, the
same suggestion struck me, as if it had been lightning
from heaven. Instantly I cried aloud, ¢ Lord help me?
and it vanished in a moment. I now, in a small de-
gree, began to learn, that the best way to vanquish the
enemy, was, not to reason with him, but to fly to God,
by prayer and faith. Here I always found help. One
day, beginning to reason about my experience,—whe-
ther I was indeed a believer :—after great perplexity,
I was sweetly comforted by these lines of Mr. Charles
Wesley,—

¢ My Saviour doth not yet appear,
He hides the brightness of his face,—
But shall I therefore let him go ?
And basely to the tempter yield ?
No'! in the strength of Jesus, No !
I never will give up iy shield.” >

The cruel and unweariable adversary of his soul still
pursued bhim. His next temptation was, to doubt his
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“ When I first set out in the ways of religion, I
thought, if I were but once converted, I should never
feel the least wandering desire, or aversion to duty. I
concluded, sin would be all destroyed, and I should
know war no more. But how mistaken ! Instead of
knowing war no more, I found I was but just entering
the field of battle. Oh ! the depths of wickedness I
saw still in my heart ! Pride—self—unbelief—a hate-
4ul brood, loathsome to behold, and contrary to the na-
-ture and will of that God, whom in my heart, I loved.
Yet they had not the dominion ; the moment they were
discovered, my heart rosc in indignation against them.
I hated, I abhorred them, so that they did not destroy
my peace. I still felt the Spirit of God, bearing witness
with my spirit, that I was a child of God. But a view
of these things greatly humbled me; and showed me
my continual need of the blood of Jesus Christ. It
sent me many times to Calvery, where in the ears of
my Lord I eried,—

¢ Wiliate’er in me scems avise or good,
Or strong, I here disclaim;
I wash my garments in the blood
Of the atoning Lamb.®
¢ Never before had I so deep a sense of my vileness,
or so great love to Jesus. I could sing with the happy
poet,— )
¢ With me—no meiancholy void;
No moment lingers unemployed,
Or unimproved below ;
Qur weariness of life is gone,
‘Who live to serve our God alone,
And only him to know.’

*“ Now, my days did, indeed, glide sweeily away. 1
~could eat my bread with singleness of heart, praising
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God. God’s ordinances were delightful to me. Iwent
up to his house with gladness ; and entered his courts
with praise. His people were my dearest companions,
and, in my view, the excellent of the earth. I was
glad when they said unto me, ‘Let us go up to the
house of the Lord.” My Sabbaths became the most
delightful days in all the year. They were market
days to my soul ; I fed on marrow and fat things. I
mourned when the Sabbath was over , and longed for
the return of the next.  Time, I saw, was exceedingly
precious, and I desired to improve every moment. I
could not bear that a single moment shoukl pass with-
out being filled up for God. Hence, when called to
dimner, I grudged the time spent in eating, and fre-
qrently retired into my closet. I thought I would
have time for prayer, if I even took that time from
my meals.”

Thus happy himseif in the divine favour, and touch-
ed with the expansive sympathies of the love of Christ,
he ardently desired that all might live for Him, who
died for thein. The first object of his anxious and
praverful solicitude was, that salvation might come to
his father’s house, that the whole family might obtain
redemption.  And the wonderful manaer in which his
prayers were answered, and his efforts crowned, in re-
ference to this object, we have already scen in his let-
terto Mr. Wesley,  This was matter of inexpressible
gratitude, and aflorded liim high encouragement in his
endeavours to be useful to others.  He dilates, in his
journal, with conscious satisfuction, on the blessed
change produced in his father’s family by their con- -
version to God :—And it will not be matter of sur-
prise that, as he relates. he once heard his father, in
<onversation with an opposer of religion, trimmphant-
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1y appeal to its effects in his own family as a striking
confirmation of'its truth and utility ; and «llege, that
hundreds of pounds would be a small cousideration
compared with the good, of which, even in a temporal
respect, it had been productive to him. So true is it,
that ¢ godliness is profitable unto all things ; having
the promise of the life that now is, and of that
which is to come.” The prolific source, as well of do-
mestic as of personal infelicity, is—awrong state of
heart. Before the effect cease, the cause must there-
fore be removed. Education and refinement, aided by
a natural amiableness of temper, may indeed do much,
in the absence of piety to God, to heighten the enjoy-
ments that ffow from ¢ all the charities of father, son,
and brother.” These, however, arc never so tenderly
cherished, nor so advantageously exhibited, as when
hallowed by the love of the Saviour. He bests con-
sults the interest and happiness of himself and of his
family in both worlds, who makes them acquainted
with the holy scriptures, daily leads them to the do-
mestic altar, and maintains, in the order of his house-
hold, a system of godly discipline. And it is gratify-
ing to reflect ¢ on what vantage-ground the conscien-
tious Christian father here stands ! The springs of
public and social life may be greatly corrupted ; the
nation in which he dwells may degenerate into licen-
tiousness, into idolatry, or into the most daring infi-
delity. Retiring then to thissacred enclosure, he may
entrench himself, and there, lifting up a standard for
God, either wait the approach of better days, or leave
a few behind him, on whom the best blessings of those
days will certainly descend. Though the heavens
'be shut up and there be no dew, the little enclosures
which he cultivates, like the fleece of Gideon, will






CHAPTER IIIL

MR. BLACK’S AFFECTING VIEWS OF THE STATE OF THE
' UNREGENERATE—HIS LOVE TO SOULS AND FIRST LA~
BOURS TO BRING SINNERS TO GOD—IS ARRESTED WITH
SEVERAL OTHERS BY A PARTY OF SOLDIERS WHILR
ENGAGED IN DIVINE WORSHIP-—TﬁE ‘WORK OF GOD
ADVANCES—MR. ALLINE’S FIRST VISIT TO CUMBER-
LAND—HIS CHARACTER AND CREED—MR. ALLINE’S
DOCTRINES OCCASION A SCHISM—MR. BLACK AT THR
- AGE OF TWENTY-ONE GIVES HIMSELF WHOLLY TO
: ~ THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY—EXTRACTS FROM HIS
JOURNAL.

WHATEVER there may have been peculiar in the
call, and preeminent in the character of the Apostlel
of our Lord, it is not more certain that they, in na-
ture, were men of like passions with us, than that we,
in grace, must be men of like sentiments and feelings
with them. Amid a thousand diversities of a secon-
dary nature, there may always be traced, between those
who are born of God, what has not inaptly been called
a family likeness. 'The grand test of the genealogy
of the spirit, is the love of God. ¢ He that loveth
not, knoweth not God, for God is love.” From this
affection, brotherly kindness and universal benevo-
lence are inseparable. Such was the spirit that ani-
mated those whom the Redeemer first invited and ap-
pointed to labour in his cause. To those who con-
templated their character under the influence of earth-
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ly antinomian. These, however, he studiously kept im
the shade, until he had acquired that influence among
many, which is usually yielded to spiritual teachers by
those to whom they have been rendered eminently
useful. To persons of this class, who had a predilec~
tion for Calvinian doctrines, Mr. Alline did not hesi-
tate, it seems, to speak slightingly of Mr. Wesley.
This was matter of painful regret to some, who held
the founder of Methodism in affectionate veneration
a8 their father in the Lord. It was particularly so to
Mr. Black, who had derived much instruction and pro-
fit from his invaluable writings, and was indebted, un-
der the divine blessing, to members of his Society, for
his knowledge of salvation. The seeds of division
were thus sown, and in process of time greatly dimi-
nished and deteriorated the harvest that would other-
wise, in all probability, have been produced by the
good seed of the kingdom.

Mr. Alline remained with them about seven or eight
weeks ; and for some time after his departure, the work
was still progressive. ¢“ About two hundred” says Mr.
Black, ¢ met regularly in the class, and God was emi-
nently withus. Ofthese, one hundred and thirty or more
professed faith in Christ. Shortly after Mr. C. paid us
a visit at Mr. Alline’s request, or rather solemn charge ;
for, by letter, he charged him in God’sname, to go to
Cumberland immediately. He waited on Mr. Alline
before he came, who intreated him tokeep none of his
opinions back, and enforced it by informing him that
he had freely spoken his. Mr. C. took the advice,and a
flood of antinomianism, mingled with mysticism, was
soon poured forth. Several of the friends talked with
him, but to no purpose. Ten of the principal friends
wrote to him, pointing out the impropriety of his con-~
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dred nature, which appear to have been peculiar to
himself. It is but justice to add, that amidst all his
extravagances of opinion, his eminent and uniform
piety entitle him to be ranked with those Mystics
whom Dr. Haweis thus eulogises in his Church His-
tory :—* Among those called Mystics, I am persuad-
ed some were found, who loved God out of a pure
heart fervently ; and though they were ridiculed and
reviled for proposing a disinterestedness of love with-
out other motives, and as professing to feel in the en-
joyment of the temper itself, an abundant reward,
their holy and heavenly conversation will carry a
stamp of religion upon it.”
To resume the thread of our narrative—Mr. Black’s
engagements in holding meetings in various parts of
sthe country soon became so frequent, that a demand
! was made upon his intellectual effort, which in the
. order of his first exhortations he had not anticipated,
{ in order to prevent a sameness from characterising his
iaddresses. The recurrence of the same themes to kis
mind, whenever he endeavoured to speak to the peo-
ple in the name of the Lord, and the difficulty of di-
versifying his topics, suggested to him the expediency
= of taking a text. His first trembling attempt in this
way, was made while on a visit to the people settled
on the Petitcodiac River, in the Spring of 1781. He
found them lamentably ignorant of the things of God,
and, with few exceptions, apparently unsusceptible of
any serious interest in the subject. But the word was
not wholly ineffective. Some were pierced with keen
conviction. - Among these was Christian Steeves, a
German, who was deeply awakened ; and on Mr.
Black’s next visit experienced, through faith in the
blood of Christ, the joy of divinely attested pardon.
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evening. Many here, also, were much affected, and
wept most of the time. The Lord seal instruction on
their hearts. A little after sunrise next morning, I
addressed them, and then set off for Tantramar, where
¥ preached in the evening with very great liberty. Je-
sus was in the.midst of us, both to wound and to com~
fort. Many were remarkably happy, and longed to
put off the garment of mortality. One little girl, about
seven or eight years of age, got up on a form, and told,
in a wonderful manner, what Jesus bad done for her
soul. Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings he
ean, and does perfect praise. It is now eight days
since I left this place, in which I have preached eigh-
teen times, and, excepting two meetings, I know not
a single occasion on which it was not evident that
many, who heard the word, were melted into tears, if
they did not cry aloud for mercy. On the 22d, I call-
ed upon my youthful brethren, to Remember their
Creator in the days of their youth, &c., and in the
evening preached with liberty from Micah vi : 8.

¢ Saturday, 24th.—Preached twice ; the latter meet-
ing was a wonderful season. Many poor sinners were
deeply convinced ; some said their hearts were almost
broken under a sense of their want of Christ. Others,
who came with heavy hearts, returned home greatly
rejoicing.
' ¢ Sunday, 25th.—Preached in the evening with
much liberty ; and many were refreshed. Part of this
day I was in a lively frame, but experienced much
dulness the remainder of it. O Lord, revive my soul,
and quicken me, a poor unworthy creature ; unworthy
to eat of the crumbs that fall from my Master’s table !
- ¢ Monday, 26th.—I rode to Mr. Scwrr’s, where I
spent the following day. Alas ! I felt very little sense
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produced at that period a very strong sensation ; and
resulted in the formation of churches in various parts
of the country zealously attached to his peculiar views,
who, from their pretensions to superior illumination in
the things of God, were designated New Lights. Mr.
Alline’s career was short ; and after his death those
churches, of which he had been the founder, soon de-
clined. Many who had been members of them subse-
quently united with the Baptists ; others neither asso-
ciated with any department of the Church, nor main-
tained the institutions of religion among themselves,
but sank into a state of spiritual lethargy. Very few
of them now exist as a distinct people. There is still,
however, one church of this persuasion at Falmouth,
near Windsor ; in which there are members whose
deep, uniform, and unsuspected piety, are truly orna-
mental to their Christian profession.


















60 MEMOIRS OF THE

have already attained,—illuminated by the Holy Spi=
rit to discover more clearly the lingering corruption of
our hearts, or made painfully sensible of it by the force
and incipient success of some unexpected temptation;
the garments of praise are exchanged for the spirit of
heaviness, and the song of triumph for the language
of despondency. The greater part of the last week of
January was occupied by Mr. Black in mourning over
the pride and barrenness of his own heart. His at-
tempts to warn sinners, and to set forth the riches of
redeeming grace to a perishing world, were not attend-
ed with the usual degree of celestial unction. He
complains of his apathy, and in self despair renews
his application to the merciful Redeemer. Reproach-
ing himself with frequent wanderings from God, he
adds, O my God ! I hate this self, but I will not
give up my claim to thee.”

FEBrRUARY commenced under more cheermg aus
spices. On the first of the month he preached at his
friend Mr. Donkin’s, and the power of the Lord was
eminently manifested. Amid the devout ecstacy of
his soul, recent trials and discouragements, if not for-
gotten, served but to heighten his joy in God. With
this joy there were connected fervent aspirations after
full redemption, the discriminative test of the celestial
origin of the bliss he experienced.

February 9th, he preached at Mr. Oxley’s, from
John ix : 4, and declares, I know not that I ever felt
a stronger desire after holiness in all my life.”” -The
remaining time till the 17th March, he occupied visit-
ing the different places in and about Cumberland and
Nappan, where societies had been formed, or preaching
introduced, testifying to all, that gospel, which, in a
cheering number of instances, had exhibited its saving
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Miss Gay experienced redemption in the blood of
Christ, and, with a decision that never vaccilated, took
her position on the Lord’s side.

The intermediate time between this and the 21st of
May was appropriated by Mr. Black to the renewed
visitation of all the societies he had been instrumental
in forming, and edifying in their most holy faith,
throughout Cumberland. The steady progression of
the work of God, or its stability even, for any length
of time, was scarcely to be anticipated under circum-
stances, in many respects so inauspicious. Of those
who were capable of leading the people in the absence
of Mr. Black, the number was small ; and there was
a still greater paucity of persons qualified to conduct
the public worship of God among them. From so
inadequate and irregular a supply of the means of
grace, it was in the natural tendency of things, that
not only cases of individual unfaithfulness, but in some
instances, the decay of religious feeling among whole
classes, should take place. The characteristic order
of Mr. Black’s zeal—the deep and absorbing interest
he felt in the final salvation of those whom he had been
the means of turning to righteousness, rendered him
susceptible of proportional distress, when they disap-
pointed his benignant anticipations. Imbued with the
expansive charity of Paul, who enjoyed all that in his
generous estimation was worthy of the name of life,
when his spiritual children stood fast in the Lord,
nothing gave him greater pain than to sce those whom
he regarded with similar sentiments, becoming weary
in well doing, and forfeiting their claim to a crown of
righteousness. From such causes of depression he
did not enjoy a complete exemption on occasion of his
present visits. With paternal sorrow he had to la-
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corpse like this ? A spectacle that my nearest and
dearest friend could scarcely bear the sight of ! Shall
I too become food for worms ? Shall this blooming,
active body, become an inanimate lump of matter ?
.Then let me not spend my precious time in vanity, in
decorating or pampering this clay tenement. Rather
let me apply my heart unto wisdom, and long and
labour for the lovely adornings of my Saviour’s life.
Let that mind be in me which was also in Christ
Jesus. From the case of this unhappy man, I see the
effects of sin. 1 behold what I myself might have
been, had not the Lord preserved me from self-de-
struction. O how deeply indebted am I to the grace
of God! Some are so wretched in their souls, so torn
by conflicting passions, aud disappointed in their pur=
suits of creature happiness, so ignorant of God and
averse to him, so captivated by sin and actuated by
the devil, that they madly rush out of a present hell,
into one infinitely worse.” Blessed be God that it was
not my own case! Preached in the evening at Mr.
Wells’. Many mocked most of the time, and kept up
such a continual noise that few could hear what I
said. :

¢ Sunday, 16th.—Preached at Windsor, twice : the
second time in Mr. Chandler’s orchard, the house not
being large enough to contain the people. In the
evening was our first Love-Feast in Windsor. God
was with us. Many wept and others rejoiced.

«“Monday, 17th.—Preached at Falmouth, from
James i : 23, 24, but felt great barrenness in my soul.
O Lord, lift up the light of thy countenance upon me!
Then shall I not be as a barren wilderness, but even as
a fruitful field. I fear lest I should ever wander from
thee ; or dishonour thy cause.” He returned to Ha-
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with fiend-like exultation, had shouted and hooted at
him, as he was passing along the streets, to Mr. H,
Ferguson’s, at whose house the meeting was held.
Tuesday, 25th.—He had a long conversation with
J— R , who, under the influence of des-
pair, had more than once attempted to commit suicide.
He thus relates the substance of it :—¢ He told me,
he could find no rest, day or night, and that he did not
believe it possible for him to be saved. I asked him
if he went to church, or any place of worship. He
replied, ¢ No,’ that he was too wicked—that he was
possessed of an evil spirit, and had cursed the Serip-
tures in his heart. I asked ¢ Is it your desire to have
such thoughts pass through your mind ? Do you ap-
prove of them ?* He said, * No, but I am possessed.’
I said, ¢If you hate these thoughts, and cry to the
Lord against them, he will deliver you. These are
the suggestions of Satan, designed, no doubt, to keep
you from the ordinances of God, and destroy your
hopes of receiving any benefit from them. Thus you
sink down into despair, and give up all pursuit of
mercy.’ I laboured hard to get him with me to preach-
ing, but all to no purpose. He says he is miserable
now, and must be forever—every thing he sees tor-
ments him.” On this melancholy incident we may
briefly remark, that the inefficacy of Mr. Black’s en-
deavours to alleviate the depressive gloom that over-
hung the mind of this individual, may possibly have
been owing to the fact that the causes of his mental
agony were physical. That despair of the divine mercy -
may result purely from moral causes, is by no means
incredible. It is, indeed, much more unaccountable
that men, living ip sin and professing to believe that
the wrath of God abideth upon all who are not rege-
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¢ Some,” he remarks, ¢ seemed to have very serious
impressions on their minds, and were distressed at the
thoughts of my going away. Lord send them a faith~
ful man, who may rightly divide the word of truth !

¢ Wednesday, 26th.—I rode to Windsor and preach-

.ed. The voice of the Lord was heard in our camp.
God is, I trust, shaking his future home. Several
trembled—wept—and cried for mercy. It was about
this time that B. Harris found peace—a hlessed wo-
man to this day.

¢“ Saturday, 29th.—The arm of the Lord was made
bare, while I preached at Horton, from John xviii : 40,
—=¢ Then cried they all again, saying, Not this man,
but Barabhas.’ O what a meeting ! Strong were the
consolations of God’s people, and affecting the cries of
the mourners, who were convinced of sin.

‘* Sunday, 80th.—I preached at Cornwallis in the
morning, on, ¢ By grace are ye saved ;’ and in the after-
noon, to the largest congregation I ever saw collected
in any part of the country, or perhaps any body else,
on ¢ The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me ; because
the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings un-
to the meek ; he hath sent me to bind up the broken-
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives.’ Is. Ixi:1.”

The revival of the work of God which had, in
many places, crowned Mr. Black’s labours, had now
acquired pretty general notoriety ; and led to the ex—
pression of a desire, from various quarters, of a visit
from him. The entreaties of several pious indi-
viduals, resident at Annapolis, were peculiarly impor-
tunate ; and he determined to embrace the earliest op-
pgrtunity of complying with their application. Ac-
cordingly, on the 1st of July, early in the morning, he
left Halifax for this purpose ; and spent the following
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into confusion—broken up the classes ; and introduced
a flood of contention, the consequences of which I
dread. This is peculiarly distressing to me. O Sa-
tan! a wicked man could not have so well answered
" thy purpose. But may the Lord overrule it for good ;
and prevent the mischief I dread ! Surely Mr. Alline
stepped out of the way here. Better far that our pi-
tiful names had been laid in the dust, than thus destroy
the work of God, by setting brethren to strive with
each other.” He felt the necessity of concentrating all
his wisdom and energy in prayerful dependance upon
God, to counteract the influences that were thus ar-
rayed against his usefulness. His abandonment was
not indeed complete. He could not yet say with the
Apostle, when arraigned before the tribunal of Nero,
¢No man stood with me ; but all men forsook me.’
He had still the sympathy and co-operation of a good-
ly number, who were equally solicitous with himself
to keep ¢ the mystery of faith in a pure conscience,’
and to maintain among them the order of means which
they had found so conducive to their spiritual growth
and consolation. With the most influential of these
he took an early opportunity of entering into consul-
tation, respecting the best measures to be adopted, un-
der existing circumstances, for promoting the work of
God. They agreed that the classes should be imme-
diately re-organized, and new leaders appointed by
Mr. Black, in the place of those who had withdrawn
from the society. Resolved, by the grace of God, to
‘keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace,’
those who had not been shaken from their belief felt
themselves now, more than ever, one.in sentiment, in
affection, in interest, and in purpose. The foundation
thus laid for the permanent progression of the cause;
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perceive either the grandeur or the necessity, without
fully admitting the melancholy deposition of the Holy
Spirit against the heart of man,—that it is ¢ deceitful
above all things and desperately wicked.” Constant-
Jy to hold this first principle of the oraclés of God in
prominence before his hearers, is, therefore, a part of
a minister’s duty so momentous, that, if he either shade
or soften this truth, he cannot acquit himself of the im-
putation of handling the word of God deceitfully. It
is, indeed, with extreme difficulty that mankind are
brought to acquiesce in such humiliating representa-
tions of their native depravity. But still more strange
and lamentable is the fact, that some of those who
are “set for the defence of the Gospel,” instead of
labouring to fasten the charge of apostacy from Ged
upon the consciences of their unconverted hearers, can
prophesy smooth things to them, and talk eloquently
of the dignity and virtuous principles of fallen human
nature.
¢ From such apostles, O ye mitred l;eads,
Preserve the church !’ ’

With a minister who entertained these views, Mr.
Black was, about this time, drawn into an animated
debate. Whether the collision was purely accidental,
or sought for by the reverend defender of man’s native
purity, we are not informed. Mr. Black’s reminis-
oences of the dialogue, as recorded by his own pen;
are, in substance, as follows :—I had a long argu-
ment with the Rev. Mr. Bencraft, at Horton, on the
total .corruption of the human heart, which he de-
nied ; strenuously maintaining that when born into the
world, our minds resembled a sheet of white paper.*

* The foilowing remarks of an excellent writer; up(;n this sis
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no means follows, that they were, therefore, depraved
from their birth, that they brought a totally corrupt
nature into the world with them. I replied, ‘It is
written of Adam after his apostacy, by which he lost
the image of God, that he begat a son (not in God’s,
but) in his own likeness, that is, corrupt like himself.
And this corruption growing with his growth, hurried
him on to commit murder. Moses says, ‘And God
saw that the wickedness of man was great in the
earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of
his heart was only evil continually;’ that the earth
was corrupt before God and filled with violence ; for
2ll flesh had corrupted his way. ¢ Those texts, said
he, ¢ prove nothing more than that the people of that
age were extremely degencrate.’ I answered, ¢ This
total depravity is not confined to any particular pe-
riod, but manifests itself in all ages of the world, until
grace renews the heart. David tells us, ¢ The Lord
Tooked down from heaven upon the children of men,
to see if there were any that did understand, and seek
God.’ And what was the result of the divine inspec-
tion ? ¢ They are all gone aside, they are altogether
become filthy ; there is none that doeth good ; no, not
one.’ He further says of himself, that he was ‘sha-
pen in iniquity, and in sin did his mother conceive
him.’ ¢Jil we,’ says the Apostle, ‘like sheep have
gone astray.”> After having confirmed this melan-
choly doctrine, from the prophets, our Lord and his
Apostles, I asked him for a proof to the contrary. He
adduced the case of the young man in the Gospel, who
came to our Lord and enquired, What good thing he
must do in order to inherit eternal life ; and who,
when referred by our Redeemer to the command-
ments, replied, ¢ All these have I kept from my youth
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yet extant, this doleful inseription, Here God once
dwelt. Enough appears of the admirable frame and
structyre of the soul of man, to show the divine pre-
sence did once reside in it ; more than enough of vi-
cious deformity, to proclaim, he is now retired and
gone. The lamps are extinct ; the altar overturned.
The light and love are now vanished, which did the
one shine with so heavenly brightness, and the other
burn with so pious fervour. The golden candlestick
is displaced and thrown away as a useless thing, to
raake room for the throne of the Prince of darkness.
The sacred incense which sent rolling up in clouds, its
rich perfumes, is exchanged for a poisonous hellish
vapour.” May this description, as just as it is ap-
palling, excite us to fly by faith to Him of whom
it is written, ¢He shall build the temple of the Lord,
and he shall bear the glory.’

A few extracts from Mr. Black’s Journal will close
the present chapter and year.

‘¢ Sunday, 17th November.—When I take a view of
my former experience, and compare it with the pre-
sent state of my mind, with shame I may confess—
My zeal for the conversion of souls is not so flaming,
nor my comforts and joys from God, so abiding, nor
my desires after holiness so vehement. Oh my God !
stir me up to love thee with all my heart. Destroy,
O ! destroy all sin in me—perfect my heart in love—I
long to be holy.

“ Wednesday, 20th.—I rode over to Tantramar,
where I was sorry to find mysticism and antinomian-
ism spreading like fire ; and their deadly effects alrea-
dy manifest.—The people are informed publicly that
they have nothing to do with the law of God—that
David was a man after God’s own heart when wallow-
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saying they would go twenty miles to get clear of that
d—d preacher. They killed an ox and a sheep, plun-
dered the mill of all the flour they could find, and left
some families almost destitute of clothes and bedding.
Yet they attempted to take neither my clothes, nor
watch, nor any thing belonging to me.

¢ Thursday, 28th.—I preached twice at Hillsho-
rough. Some were deeply affected. But I did not feel
my soul alive to God, as I desired. O Lord! what is
the cause of this strangeness between my soul and
Thee ? Why should I love Thee ; and not Thee alone?
Lord, whom have I in heaven but Thee ! and there is
mone in all the earth that I desire beside Thee ! I long

¢ Of naught to speak or think beside,
My Lord, my Love, is crucified !”’
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victorious grace ; and his bosom glows with transport
while he anticipates the day when the dignity will be
conferred upon him of presenting them stainless before
the throne of God and the Lamb. An eminent degree
of that dignity awaits the messenger of the churches
whose course we are endeavouring to trace.  The de-
tails exhibited in the preceding pages afford lumi-
nous proof that he did not run in vain, neither labour
in vain ; and the materials of an ampler attestation of
this delightful fact are yet in reserve. One observable
feature of the conversions that took place under Mr.
Black’s ministry cannot have escaped the reader—I re-
fer to their suddenness.

The inadequate and erroneous conceptions that pre-
vail on this subject among certain classes of professing
Christians, render it expedient to endeavour the remo-
val of their prejudices. It may be spontaneously ad-
mitted that téme and place are merely circumstances of
conversion ; and that though a reference to them can
hardly fail to be both animating and salutary to the
real believer’s mind—a distinct recollection of them is
not essential in order to evince the genuineness of a
work of divine grace. Certain it is, however, that there
must be a special time when conversion takes place.
And from the magnitude of the change, involving as it
does our most solemn relations to the Deity, and the
infusion of the elements of a new and divine nature
into the soul, one would be very naturally led to con-
ceive, anterior to the examination of any direct evi-
dence upon the subject, that no one could receive a
blessing so heart-stirring without having a vivid per-
ception of it. An event so momentous can hardly be
thought to take place unconsciously.—It is worthy of
remark, that the numerous cases of conversion record-
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forbid us to despond ; the blood of sprinkling still pleads
for us ; the aspects of the throne of propitiation bright-
en with encouragement ; we may approach boldly, ob-
tain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. At~
tracted by these views of the pitifulness of the divine
mercy, Mr. Black, while, on comparing his present ex-
perience with what it was a year from this time, he
writes bitter things against himself ; complaining that
neither was his faith so strong, nor his zeal so great,
nor his love so glowing, nor his enjoyment of the di-
vine presence so sensible as it had been in the com-
mencement of the previous year, he earnestly renews
his application to the fountain of salvation, and groans
for redemption from inbred sin. A token for good
could not fail to follow such profound self-abasement

and its constant accompaniment—fervent prayer.
Tuesday, 8th of January, 1788, he writes ;—* 1 felt
more of the Redeemer’s love this morning, than I have
for some time past; and it continued most of the day,
¢ The opening Heavens around me shine,
With beams of sacred bliss,
If Jesus shows his mercy mine,
And whispers I am his.’

I also experienced much comfort to-day in convers-
ing with John Johnson. I believe he is truly alive to
God ; an Israelite indeed. My mind is much exercis-
ed respecting the spread of false doctrines. O that I
had the power of convincing speech ! Lord, many who
have received them are thy people. O that I might
lead them into the paths from which they have strayed.
O give me acceptable words, that I may not shock their
prejudices, but inform their judgments. Thou art my
shepherd ! lead them and me into green pastures.”’
The opponents of true godliness are not all as heroic
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pray with him. Idid. He roared in the agony of his
soul.”

From the period that Mr. Black began to preach, he
felt the inconvenience of not having brought to the
work those superior literary acquirements, and habits
of intellectual discipline which, in union with true
piety, are alike useful and ornamental to a minister of
Christ. Prompted by a sense of his deficiency in this
respect, and by an ardent thirst for mental improve~
ment, he for some time entertained the idea of spend-
ing a year or two at the school which the Rev. Jobn
‘Wesley had founded at Kingswood for the education
of the Preachers’ sons. Accordingly, towards the
close of the preceding year, he wrote Mr. Wesley on
the subject, earnéstly requesting him at the same time,
to send Missionaries to Nova Scotia. The apparent
abruptness, with which Mr. Wesley (in the commence-
ment of his reply, which we subjoin) answers an in-
quiry proposed by Mr. Black, is quite characteristic of
the admirable man who, on being asked how he ac-
complished so much, said, ¢I am always in haste, but
never in a hurry.’

Semper ad eventum festinat, et in medias res,
Non secils ac notas, auditorem rapit.—HORACE.*

¢« Lonpon, Feb. 26, 1788.
My Dear BROTHER,

I did indeed very strongly expostulate with the
Bishop of London, concerning his refusing to ordain a
pious man, although he had not learning, while he or-
dained others that to my knowledge, had no piety, and
but a moderate share of learning. I imcline to think

¢ He always bastens to the event ; and burries away his reader
#nto interesting circumstances, as if they were already known.
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-1 do'to be saved ? O my Jesus! My Jesus! Whae
shall I do—what shall I do to be saved ?* and she con-
tinued thus for the space of two hours.—In the even-
ing I preached at the meeting house ; this also was a
solemn time. After the meeting, some wanted me to
go this way, and some that ; their entreaties were so
importunate, and yet so opposite, that I was involved
in much perplexity. I concluded to go over the river
to brother Dean’s. 'We kneeled on the shore; prayed
and parted with those who could not accompany us.
Those who conveniently could, went over the river
with us, to whom I proposed that we should spend
part of the night in prayer. The power of God de-
scended upon the people ; cries, groans, or rejoicing
were on every hand. Thus it continued till about one
o’clock in the morning, soon after which we retired. -

¢ Tuesday 3d.—I expected to have left for Shel-
burne this morning, but was unavoidably detained. I
crossed the river to Mr. Smith’s; presently a number
of people assembled, and the power of God was mani-
fested on this occasion also. I preached in the evening
at the Falls ; and God sent his word to the hearts of
those present. One gentleman from Stratford, in Con-
necticut, was powerfully awakened. Oh ! with what
earnestness did he plead for mercy for two or three
hours, with little or no intermission. Blessed be God,
these are reviving days to me. O ! glory be to God in
the highest I The next day Mr. Black received the
following note from the individual to whom he refets
in the preceding extract.—‘ Edmund Darrow, a stran-
ger to a saving interest in Christ, begs an interest in
your prayers to Almighty God, for the deliverance of
his soul ; and should Mr. Black visit New Englamd, I
should be glad to wait upon him at my house, western
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awful imprecations. Their object was to tear me
down, but the people would not suffer them to touch
me. One of them, swearing he could preach as well
-as I, mounted the stump of a tree, and poured forth a
flood of oaths. I thus accosted him ; ¢Friend, I wish
you well ; my soul pities you ; you know you are fight-
ing aguinst God ; your own conscience condemns you.
But remember, you and I must shortly stand at the bar
of God. And how, oh how will you meet me there 2’
He seemed impressed for 2 moment ; and then hard-
ening his heart, he uttered a few more oaths, and with
his colleagues went off and left me to finish my dis-
course without any further trouble. During the ser-
mon, one man from the skirts of the congregation,
threw a stone at me with great force, which had it
struck me, would probably have carried death with it.
But as I saw it, I was enabled to elude it, and it passed
me with great violence but without injury. Blessed
be God for his mercy ! The disturbance only had the
effect of bringing more to hear, several of whom ap-
peared concerned for their souls.
¢ Saturday 21st.—I preached twice at Liverpool,
both seasons of comfort ; and spent the evening with
a few friends at Mr. Smith’s in religious exercises.
Among those who were much affected on the oc-
casion, one young woman was very happy. She prais-
ed God in a wonderful manner, and exhorted all
around to seek an interest in the Lord Jesus Christ.—
Part of this day I could rejoice in the Lord, and dur-
ing the whole of it, I longed to be unreservedly con-
secrated to his glory. Yet I did not experience such
sweet gensations of divine love as I have in some past
periods enjoyed, and long again to feel. O my Lord,
give me to love thee alone ! Take away every rival.
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swer to every letter which you have written, it mas¢
be, either that your letter or my answer has been inter—
cepted.

I do not wonder atall that after that great and ex-
traordinary work of God there should be a remarkable
decay. So we have found it in almost all places. A
swift increase is generally followed by a decrease
equally swift. All we can do to prevent it, is con-
tinually to exhort all who have tasted that the Lord is
gracious, to remember our Lord’s words, ¢ Watch and
pray, that ye enter not into temptatien.’

‘¢ Mr. Alline may have wit enough to do hurt ; but I
fear he will never have wit enough to dogood. He is
very far from being a man of sound understanding ;
but he has been dabbling in mystical writers, in mat-
ters which are too high for him, far above his compre-
hension. -Idare not waste my time in answering such
miserable jargon. ' I have better work. But I have
sent you (with other books) two volumes of Mr. Law’s
works, which contain all that Mr. Alline would teach
if he could ; only it is the gold purged from the dross ;
whereas he would give you the gold and dross shuffled
together. I do not advise you ever to name his name
in public, (although in private you must warn our bre-
thren) but go on your way exactly as if there were no
such person in the world.

“ The school at Kingswood is exceeding full ; never-
theless there shall be room for you. And it is very
probable if you should live to return to Halifax, you
may carry one or more preachers with you. I will
order Mr. Atley to send the books you sent for, to our
German brethren. I hope you will live as brethren,
and have a free and open intercourse with each otber.
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in his own eyes than seven men that can render a rea-
son. Therefore I have no hope of his being convinced
till death opens his eyes.

“'The work of God goes on with a steady pace in
various parts of England. But still the love of many
will wax cold, while many others are continually added
to supply their place. In the west of England, in
Lancashire and in Yorkshire, God still mightily makes
bare his arm. He convinces many, justifies many,
and many are perfected in love.

“ My-great advice to those who are united together,
is, Let brotherly love continue ! See that ye fall not
out by the way ! Hold the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace! Bear ye one another’s burdens, and
so fulfil the law of Christ !

I am,
‘“ Your affectionate Brother,
“JouNn WESLEY.”

May the salutary and important monition with
which this letter closes be indelibly graven upon the
minds of all the followers of Him, who was meek and
lowly in heart ! Whilst this coalescence of spiritual
affection is, to those whom it animates, grateful as the
odoriferous oil that descended upon Aaron’s head and
flowed to the skirts of his robe, it directly tends to
augment by concentration the efficiency of their efforts
to promote the salvation of souls, and the glory of
their common Lord. Few, it may be here remarked,
have been more eminently distinguished for the culti-
vation of an affectionate and conciliatory spirit than
Mr. Black. Always disposed to put the most favour-
able construction upon actions of doubtful character,
and deprecating as an evil of no common magnitude

Lg
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the alienation of brethren in Christ, hie conscientiously
and sedulously guarded alike against giving, and
taking offence ; and whenever misunderstandings oc-
curred among any of the objects of his pastoral charge,
he was as ready to assume, as he wag admirably fitted
to discharge, the office of a peace-maker. Endowed
,with a singular degree of prudence and self-control,
which were hallowed by Christian principle and ma-
tured by experience, he often succeeded, by seasonable
interference, in extinguishing the kindling fires of dis-
cord, when many a minister of equally pure inten-
tions, but of a less calculating and deliberative turn of
mind, might by indiscretion have fomented instead of
allayed, the evil. No man, probably, in the course of
s0 long a life, ever more rarely inverted the order of
nature and reason, by putting action before thought.
But it is time to return to his Journal. Under date
of the 18th of September he records an impressive
case of conversion which illustrates at once the obliga-
tion and the incentive of the apostolic injunction,—
‘“In meekness instructing those that oppose them-
selves ; if God peradventure will give them repentance
to the acknowledging of the truth.”—¢During this
visit it was that Mrs. Card, of Horton, found peace
with God. She had formerly been an opposer ; but
was now on a bed of afffiction, and in great distress
of mind, terribly agitated with the fear of death. For
three weeks, she told me, she had not had above three
nights’ sleep. I endeavoured to improve the oppor-
tunity, by pressing upon her mind the nature and ne-
cessity of the new-birth, and of justification by faith.
I asked permission to pray with her ; and while we
were on our knees, the Lord manifested Himself in
mercy to her soul. She broke out in transports of
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remarkably clear and collected in mind ; ready; after &
life of irreproachable godliness, to be offered up ; and
awaiting, not only without fear; but in joyful anticipa-
tion, the time of his departure from earth.—Mr. Black
remained about a fortnight in the Island: The greater
portion of the time was spent in Charlotte Town ; but
he also preached two or three times at St. Peter’s ; in
neither place, however, were his labours attended with
any animating tokens of efficiency. He sighed in
spirit over the people, because of the hardness of their
hearts, lamenting that, with few exceptions, they ap-«
peared total strangers to the nature of true religion,~
the inward kingdom of ¢ righteousness and peace and
joy in the Holy Ghost.”

A sudden attack of illness on his return home from
the Island, excited apprehensions that his earthly ca-
reer was destined soon to close. But the prospect en-
gendered no mental perturbation. Divine solace was
opportunely imparted ; and instead of deprecating the
not improbable event, he says, ¢ It was my earnest
prayer that if my usefulness was done, I might then
finish my course and go to Him whom Iloved supreme-
ly, though not perfectly. Blessed be God ! death has
long since lost to me his terror and his sting. Many
times the thoughts of it have made my heart to leap
within me. At one time in particular when the Indians
rose and made a number of people prisoners at Mira-
michi, and it was reported they were about to destroy
all the friends of Government in Cumberland ;—at the
news of this my heart rejoiced within me ; for I knew
I had a mansion in heaven, a house beyond their reach, -

¢ That palace of angels and God.’

On my passage from the Island I fainted, and fell with
great violence on deck. But for the main boom I should
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Yet still I feared. I solemnly cried to the Lord ; and
often did I spread my cause before Him, beseeching
that he would not permit the blind to go out of the
way. At length, one day, after solemn prayer, I con-
cluded (believing it to be the will of God,) to give my
hand to Mary Gay of Cumberland ; and on the 17th of
February, 1784, we were united in holy matrimony.
‘We found it a solemn time ; and we both gave our-
selves to the Lord and his service.”—On a union
formed upon such principles, and in entering into
which the parties were animated with views so elevat-
ed and holy, and with a mutual persuasion—the re-
sults not of first impression, but of mature thought and
importunate prayer—that they gave themselves to each
other by the will of God, Providence could not fail
to shed its selectest blessings. Marriage is a divine
institute ; and it emanated from the wisdom and bene-
volence, as well as from the authority of God. He
saw that, with the social nature He had given man,
his happiness would have been incomplete if doomed
to a state of solitude ; He saw that ‘it was not good
for man to be alone.” As an additional evidence of His
benignity he therefore provided an help-meet for him,
a companion endued with the same intellectual capa-
cities, with accordant social susceptibilities, and the
heir and expectant with himself, of the same rever-
sionary and immortal bliss. 'This interesting relation
has not, it is true, in the sad reverse that has taken
place in man’s condition, escaped the blighting conse-
quences of sin : yet is it still benevolent in its design,
and when hallowed by devout and intelligent reference,
(as in the case we have been contemplating,) to the
glory of God, most beneficent, also, in its tendency.
‘Tothose who marry ¢ in the Lord,” itis of all earthly












CHAPTER VL

MR. BLACK REi.lNQUlSHES THE IDEA OF GOING TO
KINGSWOOD—HIS LITERARY ATTAINMENTS—MR.
WESLEY’S FIRST LETTER TO HIM AFTER HIS MAR-
RIAGE—STATE OF RELIGION AT SHELBURNE AND
BIRCHTOWN-—HAPPY SEASON AT LIVERPOOL—LET-
TER FROM MRS. BLACK—VISIT TO THE UNITED
STATES—TEMPTATION TO DESPONDENCY—MEETS
DR. COKE—ACCOMPANIES THE DR. TO PERRY-HALL
—CONVERSION OF MR. GOUGH-—MESSRS. GARRET-
SON AND CROMWELL APPOINTED TO NOVA-SCOTIA—
THE ° CHRISTMAS CONFERENCE’—REVIVAL AT BOS—
TON—MR. GARRETSON’S CHARACTER AND LABOURS
—MR. BLACK’S LETTER TO THE SOCIETY AT CUM-
BERLAND.

Ix reviewing the circumstances connected with Mr.
Black’s marriage, we have seen disclosed the opera-
tions of a mind deeply imbued with those qualities
best adapted to ensure safe direction in all the impor-
tant exigencies of human life—prudent sagacity, and a
devout regard to the intimations of the divine will,
whether suggested mentally, or by the course of out-
ward events. Before assuming this new and endear-
ing relation, with its concomitant cares and obligations,
he of course relinquished the project of going to Kings-
wood school, deeming the alternative, all things con-
sidered, more in accordance with the great object for
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dified end improved, * That these books should en-
tirely usurp the place of a work as much superior to
them in sound principle, as it is, perhaps, inferior in
some other respects, is a subject of serious regret : for
although what is commonly termed Rationalism does
not appear in its warst form in the books I have re-
ferred to, it has occasionally had no inconsiderable in-
fluence on the interpretations which they present.”
‘While Mr. Black carefully studied the Greek Testa-
ment, he was not neglectful of the Latin language, in
which his attainments were very respectable. It was
his custom in the closing years of his life, and proba-
bly much earlier, at family prayer, to read in connec-
tion with the scriptures a portion of Thomas a Kem-
pis’ Christian Pattern,—Mrs. Black reading the trans-
lation while he followed her in the original. To re-
turn from this digression, into which we have been led
by a desire to obviate misconception, we may here
present the reader with the first letter addressed by
Mr. Wesley to Mr. Black after he had heard of his
marriage.

‘“ Loxpox, Oct. 15, 1784,
“ My Dear BroTHER,

‘¢ A letter of yours some time ago, gave me hopes
of meeting you in England ; 'as you seemed desirqus of
spending some time here in order to improve yourself
in learning. But as you have now entered into a dif-
ferent state, I do not expect we shall meet in this world.
But you have a large field of action where you are,
without wandering into Europe. Your present Parish
is wide enough, namely Nova Scotia and Newfound-
land. I do not advise you to go any further. In the
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will live in the history of American Methodism fr
some of its most important positions. In several parts
of the United States, but particularly at Boston, Mr.
Black’s memory is still cherished with an affection and
veneration scarcely less than attach to it in Nova
Scotia. Mr. Scurr; thie excellent man referred to at
the close of the letter; repented too late, that he had
not acted as Mr. Wesley advised. He purchased an
estate in the neighbotirhood of Norfolk in Virginia;
but almost all his family fell victims to the diseases
incident to the climate.

On Sunday, the 17th of April, 1784, we find Mr.
Black at Shelburne, after having visited Windsor and
Halifax on his way thither, under which date the fol-
lowing interesting entry occurs in his Journal i—

¢ I preachied three times and met two classes ; one of
white people, and the other blacks. The blacks are
very lively. O that they might provoke the whites to
jealousy, to love and to good works ! The day fol-
lowing, eight of the friends accompanied me in a boat
to Birchtown, where I preached to about two hun-
dred negroes. Some were deeply affected, and others
greatly comforted. It is indeed wonderful to see what
a blessed work the Lord has been carrying on among
these poor creatures. Within seven or eight months
past, upwards of sixty of them profess to have found
peace with God. And what is further remarkable is,
that the principal instriment God has employed in this
work is a poor negro, who can neither see, walk, nor
stand. He is usually carried by another man to the
place of worship, where he sits and speaks to the peo-
ple, or kneels and prays with them.” 'There were at
this time more than two hundred members in society
at Shelburne and Birchtown, of whom only twenty
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‘the blood of Christ. Lord send them help from thy
holy hill! May none of them ever turn again, like
the dog to his vomit ! On the 3d we had another won-
derful meeting. One woman, whose harp had for a
long time hung upon the willows, and her soul in cap-
tivity, was filled with joy unspeakable. O, with what
exultation of spirit did she praise her great Deliverer!

Glory to thy free, matchless, and infinite love! O

Lord ! let my soul but always enjoy this love, and be

thus delightfully engaged in thy service, and it sufficeth

me. Once I wished that I had never been born ; now

I bless thee that thou hast given me an immortal na-

ture capable of thy love.” Invigorated by these glo-

rious displays of the mercy of God, he set sail for Ha-

lifax, and anxious to spend the next Sabbath at Wind-

sor, lost no time in pressing forward, although he had

to walk the whole of the way, a distance of forty-five

miles. Here he received from Mrs. Black the sub-.
joined letter, so beautifully illustrative of her piety to

God, and affection for him, and so well adapted to so-

lace his mind amid the toils of his itinerancy.

‘“ CuMBERLAND, April 29, 1784.
% My Dear Husband in the Kingdom and Patience of Jesus CArist,
‘“ Were it not that I believe you are employed in
the business of your Lord and Master, I should be apt
to complain of the time of absence seeming long. But
I desire in all things to submit with patience to his
righteous disposal.

I trust you are going on with vigour and cheer-
fulness in your Master’s work ; if so I am sure you
have your reward as you go along. Sometimes I look
around upon the unthinking world with pity and ten-
derness, and say within my heart, O that they knew
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God, we shall rather shed tears of joy, than of sofrow,
when we see a dear friend going to Paradise, in so won«
derful and glorious & manner. O that we may be ena-
bled to make a wise improvement of this awful event
of Providence, and press home upon our souls the so-
lemn inquiry, ¢ Art thou, O my soul, ready for the
Bridegroom ? and wouldst thou welcome him as Mrs.
Rye did » Here I pause and think—how can so vile,
so unbelieving a heart as this partake of so much glo-
ry ? Blessed God ! all things.are possible with thee.
O my Redeemer, quicken thou me according to thy
word ; for my soul cleaveth unto the dust ! May the
Lord be with you, give you much of his spiritual pre- -
sence, fill your heart with love, and bring you safe to
your friends here. Thus prays
“ Your-dear and affectionate,
“ Mary Brack.”

Mr. Black reached Cumberiand on the 26th of May,
and laboured in that. portion of the country, though
without any very animating- tokens of success, until
the 15th of September. He found the cause at a low
ebb ; and with a vivid remembrance of a very different
state of things, who can wonder that his reflections on
the contrast aye tinged with melancholy /—June 3d he
thus writes—1I preached at-Mr. Donkins’. There is
little of the life of God among the people here in com-
parison of what there once was. O how sad the
change ! Riding once by this house I found a number
of our friends, after returning from meeting at Mr.
Scurr’s, had gathered together for prayer. Mr. D.
handed me a hymn-book—I gave out a verse, and af-
terwards delivered a short exhortation. That night,
_ four professed to have found redemption in the blood
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This Conference which, from the unusual period-at
which it was called together, has been designated the
¢ Christmas Conference,’ forms an important epoch in
the history of American Methodism. Up to this pe-
riod, the Methodist societies on this side the Atlantic,
had remained destitute of the ordinances, only as they
received from the hands of other ministers, their own
being unordained. This inconvenience, which as the
societies increased became proportionally an object of
solicitude, had elicited the most earnest applications
to Mr. Wesley to supply the deficiency, but without
effect. Without a deviation from the order of the
Church to which he belonged, he could not meet their
wishes, and to this he was unwilling to commit him-
self. * As soon, however, as the independence of the
United States was achieved, the ecclesiastical control
of Great Britain over the country ceasing with its po-
litical, Mr. Wesley hastened to respond to their so-
licitations ; and at this Conference was introduced
among them, at his suggestion and under his sanction,
that system of ecclesiastical polity which has contri-
buted so astonishingly, under God, to the expansion
and stability of the cause. In organizing the societies
_in America, called after his name, into a Church, it
was of course Mr. Wesley’s first wish to approximate
as nearly as possible to what he deemed the primitive
model. Thomas Coke, LL.p., was selected as be-
ing, from his eminent zeal and abilities, as well as from
his clerical standing, the most suitable agent for intro-
ducing the new economy. Accordingly, Mr. Wesley,
assisted by other presbyters of the Church of England,
on the 2d of September, 1784, solemnly set apart the

- . Dr. as_Superintendant of the Methodist Societies in

America, and furnished him with letters of ordination..
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lies in my power to promote the Redeemer’s Kingdom.
¢ Dear Sir,
I remain,
¢ Your affectionate friend and brother,
“F. GARRETTSON.” -
“¢ To the Rev. Dr. Coke.

‘We are indebted for the preceding letter to an intes
resting memoir of Mr. Garrettson, compiled by Dr.
Bangs of New York ; and we are sure that the inser-
tion here of one from Mr. Wesley to Mr. Garrettson,
soon after his designation as a missionary to Nova
Scotia, will be gratifying to our readers, especially as,
while it bears honourable testimony to the charac-
ter of this holy and self-denying man, it naturally in~
terweaves with the thread of our narrative.

“PDusLiN, June 26, 1785.
¢ My DeEArR BROTHER,
¢« Dr. Coke gives some account of you in his jour-
nal, so that although I have not seen you, I am not a
stranger to your character. By all means send me,
when you have opportunity, a more particular account
of your experience and travels. It is no way impro-
bable that God may find out a way for you to visit
England, and it may be the means of your receiving
more strength, as well as more light. It is a very de-
sirable thing that the children of God should commu-
nicate their experience to each other ; and it is gene-
rally most profitable when they can do it face to face.
Till Providence opens a way for you to see Europe,
do all you can for a good master in America.
I am glad brother Cromwell and you have under-
taken that labour of love, the visiting Nova Scotia,
























CHAPTER VII. - .

I'MMORTAL FAME—STATE OF THE SOCIETIES AFTER
MR. BLACK’S RETURN FROM THE UNITED STATES—~
REVIVAL AT HALIFAX—CONVERSION AND CHARAC—
TER OF A. ANDERSON, A.M.—LETTER TO MR. WES—
LEY—MR. WESLEY’S ANSWER—LETTERS TO MR.
GARRETTSON-—FIRST DISTRICT CONFERENCE IN NO-
VA SCOTIA—REVIVAL AT HORTON—INJURIOUS EF-
FECTS OF ANTINOMIANISM—REFUTATION OF ANTI-
NOMIANISM—SPIRITUAL LETTERS ;—T0 LAWYER
HILTON—TO MAJOR CRANE—TO J. N. SHANNON,
ESQ.

UseruLNEss is the only material of immortal fame.
The admired achievements of the warrior—the splen-
did retinue of gorgeous ‘epithets that emblazon the
names of statesmen—and the envied garland that de-
corates the brow of genius, are often the precursors of
everlasting shame and contempt ; but * they that are
wise shall shine as the firmament, and they that turn
many to righteousness, as the stars for ever and ever.*”
Among these, the faithful minister of the Lord Jesus
Christ, though entirely unknown to worldly fame, will
appear with distinguished and unfading lustre. His
deeds, though witnessed with emotions of thrilling in-
terest by angels, may be despised or forgotten by men ;
and while of a nature the most substantially estimable,
they may be susceptible of little embellishment. Nor
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interest and profit the reader :—¢ Qur privileges as
Christians, even in the present world, are inexpressi-
bly great. Perhaps they may all be included in the
following particulars :—1. A well grounded hope and
comfortable assurance of our interest in Christ, which
implies the knowledge of our pardon, acceptance, and
adoption into the family of God, witnessed by the
Spirit of God. We have received the Spirit of God,
that we might know the things that are freely given to
us of God. O my brother ! what a privilege is this,
to know the love of Christ which passeth knowledge !
2. Communion with God in his ordinances. These
are wells of salvation whence we draw all our cunso-
lation. And O what happiness do we derive through
faith, from the word of God—public and private
prayer—watching and fasting—meditation and Chris-
tian converse. When the Lord shines upon any of
these, the wilderness and the solitary place is glad-
dened,—the desert rejoices and blossoms as the rose ,—
the beauty of Carmel and Sharon are given unto it,—
streams of grace and love, which make glad the city
of God, issue from beneath the altar of burnt offering
and incense, to refresh our souls. Butalas ! what
cause have I to mourn that my communion is so often
intercepted, my comforts so transient, and my attain-
ments so small. I would only mention one thing
more ; namely, the unshaken confidence we are called
to repose in the wisdom, goodness, power and faith-
fulness of God, in all his providential disposals. Nor
is it one of the least privileges the Christian enjoys,
to know assuredly that all things shall work together
for his good. 'While unerring wisdom is at the helm
of affairs, and overrules the minutest occurrences—
while ¢rresistsble power with its matchless arm is en-
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pointed to the Halifax circuit which, besides the town,
then embraced Annapolis, Granville, Digby, Horton
and Windsor—a field of sufficient amplitude for the
labours of eight or ten. ‘ We had some very happy
times,” says Mr. Black, ‘¢ during the winter, especially
at Horton, where there was a powerful awakening
among the people. Fifteen witnessed a good confes-
sion ; and I doubt not but more would have found the
love of God, had it not been for the great opposition
they received from the Antinomian Mystics. In Hali-
fax towr, several were under great distress, yet I know
of none, who were on this occasion set at liberty, ex-
cepting Margaret McKenzie. She had heard a great
deal said against the Methodists ; and was determined
as she passed the meeting one day, for once to go and
hear for herself. I happened to be expounding the
Lord’s prayer. The word reached her heart ; she was
convinced of her fallen state, and of the necessity of
the new birth. Though exposed to great opposition
and persecution, she restlessly sought after God, until -
she found redemption in Jesus’ blood; and is now a
pious bumble Christian.”

Those errors in religion which are distinguished by
the epithet of Antinomian, might, with equal propriety,
be designated anti-evangelical. The divine dispensa-
tions are intimately connected, and in perfect harmony ;
whatever, therefore, degrades the law of God, equally
obscures the pure glories of the Gospel of God. Incor-
ract views of the ome, are incompatible with just ap-
prehensions of the other. The revelation of God is
entire ; and evils of a far deeper aspect than mere
speculative delusion, are often the result of its mutila-
tion. The perfect innocence of mental error, is in-
deed a topic upon which pretenders to unbounded






















































CHAPTER VIIIL

MR. BLACK’S COLLEAGUE, MR. GARRETTSON, LEAVES
XOVA SCOTIA—CONVERSION OF AN ATROCIOUS SIN-
NER—DR. COKE APPOINTED TO VISIT NOVA SCOTIA—
LETTER FROM THE DR.—LETTER FROM MR. WESLEY
—MR. BLACK WRITES MR. WESLEY—THE DEVIL’S
COUNSEL TO HIS CHILDREN, AN INGENIOUS PRODUC—
TION—SERIOUS RELIGION PROGRESSIVE IN HALIFAX
——MR. BLACK’S CONSTANT REGARD, AMID HIS LA-
BOURS, TO THE STATE OF HIS OWN HEART—ANIMAD-
VERSIONS ON A SERMON—BEST WAY OF OPPOSING
HETERODOX TEACHERS—LETTER TO JOHN BLACK,
ESQ. ON HIS BEGINNING TO PREACH—HIS EXCEL-
LENT CHARACTER—LETTER TO MR. GRANDINE ON
MARRIAGE—SECOND NOVA SCOTIA CONFERENCE—
MEMORABLE REVIVAL IN VIRGINIA—LETTER TO THE
SOCIETY IN HALIFAX.

On the first of April 1787, Mr. Garrettson sailed for
Boston, in order to attend the ensuing Conference at
Baltimore, undecided whether he should subsequently
return to Nova Scotia, or not. Mr. Black felt deeply
in parting with a colleague, whom he so highly
esteemed, not merely on account of the personal plea-
sure and benefit he had derived from his friendship,
but from an apprehension of the serious loss the cause
of God was likely to sustain from bis absence. The
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eame into the meeting laughing : but the power of God
soon. carried the word to her heart. It was sharper
than a two-edged sword. She went home weary and
heavy laden. This happened on Wednesday after-
noon. When night came, she was afraid to go to
sleep, lest she should awake in hell. All the next
day she remained in great distress. O how dreadful
were her feelings when she saw the sun go down—to
think—* another sun is setting, and I am still in my
sins, unconverted, and out of Christ. Perhaps this
will be the last setting sun I shall eversee.” Her dis-
tress increased, becoming greater the nearer her de- .
liverance approached. On Friday night the Lord
filled her with peace and joy. Such was her agony of
mind a short time before she experienced salvation,
that she was deprived of her reason. But her ex-
tremity was God’s opportunity. And then, O how did
she exult in her Redeemer ! and exhort her parents
and all that were in the house, to seek God, declaring
what great things he had done for her soul !

At Halifax the work has not advanced much lately.
I know of only one who has found the Lord since I
last wrote.—Our congregations are larger than ever.
O that God would begin a powerful work here ! 'The
society still remains small. But surely so much seed
is not sown in vain. To Cumberland, Annapolis,
Digby, and the whole province of New Brunswick, we
can at present give no assistance, for want of Preach-
ers. I wish brother McGeary was here instead of
being at Newfoundland ; he would meet with a very
different reception. We have just got our new
preaching-house up. I preached in it for the first time
on Easter Sunday. ‘
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'Think not there is any harm in killing a few hours
you have long to live yet; it is teo soon to think of
dying. What imaginable harm can there be in at-
tending balls, masquerades, plays, or operas. No,
No, my sons ! these will divert your minds from those °
melancholy subjects—Death, Judgment, Hell - and
Eternity. Is there any thing irrational in such inno-
cent amusements ; or what if, after being involved dur-
ing the day in the cares of business, you should relax
your minds in the evening by a game at cards. Is this
beneath the dignity of an intelligent being? Send
round the merry glass at the club, or quaff the cheer-
ful bowl at the tavern, to drive away dull care.

‘¢ Further, my children, let me counsel you to read
plays, novels, histories, or any thing of that kind that
may come to hand, calculated to amuse the mind and
dissipate all anxious concern about a future state.
Particularly I recommend to your attentive perusal
the works of Voltaire, with those of Hobbs and Ro-
chester ; only add not the dying recantation of the last,
for he turned coward when death stared him in the
face. Voltaire my servant has done me much service.
He employed all his skill and talent in support of my
cause. He shall in no wise lose his reward. Nor
you, my faithful servants, provided you only remain
faithful unto death.

“If Emmsnuel, my sworn enemy, knock at your
door,—and I know he will—give him no admittance ;
despise his word ; quench his Spirit; listen not to the
woice of his servants.

¢ From your Royal Sovereign,
‘“ DraBoLos,
“ alias
. . “ BEELZEBUR.”
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Emmanuel ! O glorious name ! Well might the
angel who announced his nativity say,—Behold ! I
bring you glad tidings of great joy. But I muststop :
my meditations have carried me much further than I
intended.”

On the first of June he resumed his labours at Hali-
fax with revigorated zeal. A few days after his re-
turn, a female, who had been a domestic in his family
the preceding winter, came to him testifying her ex-
perience of the love of God. She had been often
seriously exercised in the course of the winter, and at
times in great anguish of mind, but had not till re—
cently received the promise of the Saviour, ‘ My
peace I give unto you ; not as the world giveth, give=
I untoyou.’ Now the shadow of death that overhung™
her soul, was changed into the light of the morning,
and filled with joy unspeakable, she exhorted all to—
praise God on her behalf.

¢ Sunday 24th,” he writes, I went after our own
meeting closed, to hear a Presbyterian minister, just
from Scotland. His text was, ¢ Good master, what

. shall Ido to inherit eternal life ?* ¢ The conditions of
salvation,’ he said, ¢ were comprised in the following
propositions :—

¢I. Those who have been guilty of wilful sin must
repent of it, and do so no more ; but practice the op-
posite virtues.’

¢II. We must forgive all that have offended us.’

‘IIl. We must make restitution to God, to our
neighbour, and to society for the injury we have done
them.’ )

‘“ He then told the congregation that unless these
three conditions were complied with, no reasonable
hope of mercy could be entertained.”
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voice to arouse the impenitent—no healing unguent to
pour into the ulcerated wounds of conscience—no
purifying element to wash the polluted spirit—no re-
freshing influences of the Holy Ghost to solace and
sustain in life—nor hope blooming with immortality,
to irradiate the vale of death. And without these
resources, what remains of Christianity but the empty
name ?

In his next letter to Mr. Wesley, Mr. Black was
naturally led to express his concern, that a person
likely to have so much influence, and so ill qualified to
direct the souls that looked to him for guidance in the
way to eternal life, as the minister above referred to,
happened to come to Halifax at a period when a spirit
of inquiry was beginning to be awakened in the public
mind. Mr. Wesley in reply suggests and recommends
to the adoption of him and his brethren the best me-
thod of neutralizing the unhappy influence of such
teachers :—

“ NEeAr BatH, Sept. 26, 1787,
¢« My DEAR BROTHER,

“You have great reason to praise God for the
great things that he hath done, and to expect still
greater things than these. Your grand difficulty now,
will be to guard your flock against that accomplished
seducer. When you mentioned a person came from
Scotland, I took it for granted that he was a Calvinist.
But I find, it is not so well. For I take a Socinian to
be far worse than even a Predestinarian : and such,
one may casily conclude him to be from the heads of
that miserable sermon. Nevertheless I advise you and
all our preachers, never oppose himopenly. Doing thus
would only give the unawakened world an advantage
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order to which you ought to divest yourself as much as
possible of prejudice, and consider, 1, whether you
would be more useful in a married or single state ; 2,
whether your temporal circumstances are such as to
render it prudent for you to marry ; and 3, whether the
person in view, be a proper and suitable person with
respect to natural disposition, grace, and other quali-
fications. If after weighing these things impartially,
you deliberately think you could be more useful ina
married state—if Providence has so ordered your cire
cumstances that it would not involve yourself, and
(what would be far worse,) Aer in trouble—and if the
object of your regard be a person of good natural dis-
position, of grace, and in other respects suitable, then
T think you may venture to marry without fear of dis-
pleasing God. But, Secondly, Be careful that yeer
affections are not too much drawn towards the crea-
ture, as well as in what manner your courtship is con-
ducted. Let your yea be yea, and your nay, nay;
nothing light, trifling or unchristian. With great de-
liberation, self-examination, fasting and prayer, dedi-
cate yourself anew to God ; and then give your hand.
At the same time, were I to give my judgment, I must
say, I do think it would be wrong for you, in your
present circumstances, to marry Miss —.
“WiLLiamM BLack.”

The second Nova Scotia Conference began at Hali-
fax on the 15th of October, 1787. The preachers pre-
sent appear to have been, besides Mr. Black, Messrs.
John and James Mann, William Grandine and Wil-
liam Jessop.  Like the first it was distinguished by
love in the spirit, and harmony in counsel. During
the session, Mr. Black opportunely received a letter
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parable to the honour of being the sons of God without
rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse gene-
ration—of being made priests and kings unto God for
ever and ever  And such honour have all the saints.
Do you desire riches? Let God be chosen as your
chief good, and you are in possession of the pearl of
great price, even durable riches and righteousness.
Covet to be rich in faith and good works ; so shall you
be rich in the favour of God and the comforts of reli-
gion here, and ere long, in the possession of a kingdom
that cannot be moved. Would you be safe from fear
of evil, exempt from all alarms ? ¢ Sanctify the Lord
God in your hearts, and let him be your fear, and let
him be your dread.” So shall he hide you under the
shadow of his wings, and cover you with his feathers;
he shall be your defence, your munition of rocks. You
shall dwell on high ; bread shall be given you, and
your water shall be sure. Though thousands fall at
your right hand, and ten thousand at your left, God
shall be a wall of fire around you : no evil shall come
nigh your dwellings. But, oh ! should you love the
world, pamper the flesh, and indulge the low tempta-
tions of Satan, you will send your souls down to per-
dition. Give then, O ! give all diligence to make your
calling and election sure. Seek after bright manifes-
tations of the love of God, and continual communion
with him. Provoke one another unto love, and to good
works ; and let me entreat you, by all means to stir up
the gift.of God that is within you. Use all the means
of grace, private, family, and public prayer ; reading,
hearing, and meditation on the word of God ; fasting,
abstinence, and self-denial ; christian converse, bro-
therly exhortations, and class-meetings. In future, my
dear brethren, let us neglect none of these things. Soine
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of you are backward in attending your class-meetings.
Should I say wrong, were I to intimate the reason is,
the spirit of watchfulness, of prayer, of self-denial, is
dying away in your hearts ? I fear I should not. If
your hearts are entirely given to God, I cannot but
think you will yet see good days in Halifax, and such
a work of God as you have never yet seen. O, let us
pray much for it. I bless God I have had profitable
and delightful seasons since I left you. Brethren !
pray for me, that I may be faithful unto death. To
make the hearts of sinners rejoice, and as matter of
encouragement to mourners, I send you the following
account of the work of God in Virginia. [The above
extract is here inserted ; he then continues.] O ye
saints of God, is not this good news ? Mourners ! iy
not this glad tidings ? O come, come to Jesus, and see
the salvation of God. O come, His grace is free for
all, for you. Now, even now, his arms are open to re-
ceive you.

Brethren ! Pray that the heavenly gale may blow
apon the dry bones in Nova Scotia’s vale. Methinks
you already begin to pray ; and while you are yet call-
ing, the Lord answers—* I will cause my Spirit to en~
ter into them, and they shall live.” Amen—even so,
Lord Jesus.

¢] am, dear Brethren,
¢ Your servant in the Gospel,
“W. Brack.



CHAPTER IX.

MR. BLACK RENEWS HIS COVENANT WITH GOD—
DEPRESSING TEMPTATIONS—LETTER FROM 'MR.
WESLEY—DEMORNIACAL INFLUENCE—CONSECUTIVE
PREACHING—TEMPTATIONS INCIDENT TO THE S8A-
CRED OFFICE—MR. BLACK’S MEEKNESS—HIS ZEAL
FOR THE SALVATION OF SOULS—LETTER TO HIS FA-
THER-IN-LAW—SUCCESS OF HIS LABOURS—HIS EAR-
NEST DESIRES AND EFFORTS AFTER INCREASED
HOLINESS AND USEFULNESS.

Awmonc the means to which holy men of God have
in all ages resorted, for the purpose of promoting the
divine life in their souls, they have found the renew-
ing of their covenant with God at certain seasons emi-
nently influential, in detaching their affections from
earth, quickening their spiritual desires, cherishing a
watchful and devotional frame, and impelling to a
more faithful discharge of all the duties of life. Whe-
ther by an act of solemn dedication to God we should
recognize our obligations to render uniform obedience
to his laws, is a matter not left to our arbitration. The
duty to do so is imperious, universal, and immutable.
It is prescribed by the highest authority, and enforced
by the most tremendous sanctions. In the “exceeding
great and precious promises” by which God has gra-
ciously engaged, by the continued exercise of all his
perfections, to promote the felicity of his people, we
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tossed by a tempest that seems to confound both hea-
ven and earth. Strong temptations to things which
the soul eontemplates with abhorrence, are injected ;
and which are followed by ¢mmediate accusations, as
if the injections were the offspring of the heart itself :
and the trouble and dismay produced, are represented
as the sense of guilt from the consciousness of having
in heart committed these evils! 'The soul is cast
down but not destroyed ; perplexed, but not in despair.
It is on all sides harrassed : without are fightings;
within are fears, but the will is inflexible on the side
of God and truth; and the heart, with all its train of
affections and passions, follows it. The man does not
wickedly depart from his God ; the outworks are vio-
lently assailed, but not taken ; the city is still safe,
and the citadel impregnable.”

A few extracts from his Journal will illustrate his
feelings at this period.

¢¢ January 19th.—The last week I have been most-
ly occupied in reading, writing, and other religious.
employments : but I have felt but little freedom and
fervency in prayer—little comfort in God or divine re-
freshments from him ; but a great aversion to the cross,
and coldness in duty. Alas ! although I am almost al-
ways employed in the duties of religion, yet I seem to
do nothing as I ought to do.

< February 20th.—It sometimes appears as if trials
are not far distant. 'When I compare my many mer-
cies with my ungrateful returns, 1 seem to see the rod
lifted up ; and am ready to conclude, surely if the Lord
loves me, he must correct me—the thought distresses
me—my flesh seems to creep—Lord, I fear before thee.
But, Lord God, gracious and merciful, I deprecate
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Black improved the occasion in a discourse to abotit
eight hundred people, from the appropriate words :—
*“ Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory,
through our Lord Jesus Christ

The reflections and resolves recorded in his Journal
under date of December 30th, instructively show that
he closed as he had commenced the year—in a spirit of
unreserved consecration to God and his cause :—*I
am convinced that though God gives a clean heart, and
renews within us a right spirit, for his own name sake,
yet will He do it only in suech a way as shall exercise
our diligence and care. And I am deeply sensible of
my short-comings,—

¢ 1. In frequent, close, impartial self-ezamination.
This is painful but profitable work. The man of sin
is hereby dragged into open day, and destroyed by the
beams of heavenly light. By this means we become
better acquainted with ourselves, and more deeply feel
our need of the blood and spirit of Jesus. I propose,
therefore, in future, to examine more closely into the
state of my soul, by solemnly instituting such inquiries
as the following : In what spirit have I performed the
duties of public and private devotion ? and wlrat re-
gard have I maintained to God in the interval of those
exercises ? 'What diligence have I used in observing
providence, and redeeming time? What command
have I exercised over my appetites and passions ?
‘What concern have I felt to discharge with fidelity all
relative duties ? How have I relished the peculiar
doctrines of the Gospel ? Upon the whole, how am [
advancing in my journey to a better world ?

¢ 2, In prayer, especially private prayer. I have no
stated times for private devotion except morning and
evening. I believe it will be preferable for me to re-






CHAPTER X.

PERSONAL RELIGION—MR. BLACK’S RENEWED DEDICA~
TION OF HIMSELF TO GOD, AND HOLY RESOLVES—
EXTRACTS FROM HIS JOURNAL~—AFFLICTIONS AND
SUBMISSION—HIS ORDINATION BY DR. COKE—THE
DOCTOR’S DESIGNATION BY MR. WESLEY AS A GENE-
RAL SUPERINTENDENRT OR BISHOP—THE ORDERS OF
PRESBYTER AND BISHOP IDENTICAL—THE CHURCH
AND THE METHODISTS~—DR. COKE APPOINTS MR.
BLACK SUPERINTENDENT OF NOVA SCOTIA.

¢ SCHOOLING THE HEART,” observes a spiritual and
sententious writer, “is the grand means of personal
religion. To bring motives under faithful examina-
tion is a high state of religious character : with re-
gard to the depravity of the heart we live daily in the
disbelief of our own creed. Acting from the occasion,
without recollection and inquiry, is the death of per-
sonal religion. It will not suffice merely to retire to
the study or the closet. The mind is sometimes, in
private, most ardently pursuing its particular object ;
and as it then acts from the occasion, nothing is farther
from it than recollectedness. I have, for weeks toge-
ther, in pursuit of some scheme, acted so entirely from
the occasion, that, when I have at length called my-
self to account, I have seemed like one awaked from
adream. ¢Am [ the man who could think and speak
soand so ? Am I the man who could feel such a dis-
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notice : * My wife also has found this a sweet, refresh
ing day to her soul.”

The anniversary of his dedication to God—for such,
from his invariable practice, we may term the first day
of the year—was appropriately followed on the second
of January by a deliberate and grateful review of the
most signal mercies of his life, of which memory re-
tained the record. Among these his singular and pro-
vidential escape from an early death, the circumstances
of which are related in the first chapter, claims parti-
ticular notice ; and it is also highly instructive, as
shewing his deep and even awful sense of the malig-
nity of sin, to observe with what mingled feelings of
thankfulness and humiliation, he records his obliga-
tions to the restraining grace of God, by which amidst
much exposure to temptation he had been preserved
from falling into many sins, into which the unchecked
depravity of his heart would have precipitated him.
This is a view of the mercy of God by which we shall
be affected in proportion as we feel a sacred horror of
offending him, and appreciate the happiness of a con-
science unstained by presumptuous sin. The guilt that
attaches to the corrupt desires and evil imaginations
of our hearts, though never developed in overt acts of
transgression, is, indeed, sufficient to condemn us, and
to fill us with shame even in the day when the Lord is
pacified towards us : it is, nevertheless, an unspeaka-
ble mercy to be kept back from presumptuous sin,
whether by the intervention of providence, or the con-
trol of covenant grace.—From a devout retrospect of
past mercies to the duty of self-examination, the tran-
sition is natural. We find this order in Mr. Black’s
spiritual exercises : and, as usual, he sees in the im-
perfection of his obedience so many causes for self-cri-
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ing from Jer. ii : 1—38 : ¢ Thus saith the Lord : I re-
member thee, the days of thy youth and the love of
thine espousals, when thou followedst me in the wil-
derness, a land that was not sown.” In preaching to
others, I would preach to myself. Lord, stir up my
soul to remember the time of my espousals. I then
had greater warmth of affection than I now have;
though perhaps I was not so established in my judg-
ment, nor so well acquainted with the devices of Sa-
tan or the deceitfulness of my own heart. Oh ! give
me a deeper sense of my ingratitude to Thee, my hea-
venly. bridegroom, and unfaithfulness to my celestial
husband. Write me on the palms of Thy hands ; set
me as a seal on Thy breast, and on thine arm ; for jea-
lousy is cruel as the grave. Short of that state in which
I can ¢ rejoice evermore, pray without ceasing, and in
every thing give thanks,” I would not rest.

¢ Sunday, 11th.—I had uncommon liberty in preach-
ing to-day. Lord, let not Thy word fall to the ground.
My soul is refreshed—my faith quickened—my hopes
are invigorated—and my confidence in the atonement
strengthened. I have none but Christ in whom to trust.
His atoning blood and prevailing intercession alone
form a ground for my faith and hope. But forbid it,
heavenly Father that, with the practical Antinomian,
I should make the atonement of Thy Son only a cover
for my sin :

¢ Rather I would in darkness mourn
The absence of thy face ;
Than e’er by light irreverence, turn
Thy grace to wantonness.’

¢ Saturday, 17th.—Lord, T would not deceive my
own soul, and conclude I love Thee, when I do not.
Search me and try my ways; prove me and know my
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vious. Celia is yet very ill—on Friday evening when
1 returned from the preaching house, I thought she
was nearly gone. If Iknow my own heart, I have
not one wish respecting ber, but that the will of the
Lord may be done. November 8th.—I have much
cause to bless God, Celia is recovering fast, as also
Martin and William. Glory beto God ; He deals kind-
ly with us, and afflicts us far lessthan we deserve.”
While the domestic scene was thus brightening, it
was again suddenly overcast with a deeper gloom by
the affliction of Mrs. Black. On the 12th of Novem-
ber, she was attacked with a raging fever ; *but,” to
use his own words, “ what was far worse to bear, her
mind was covered with darkness : all her former
evidences of God’s favour were clouded ; and she was
strongly tempted to give up all, and believe she had
never known the pardoning love of God. I firmly
believed, however, that these violent throes of mental
distress would be followed by greater comforts : and I
was the more confirmed in this persuasion, because of
her vehement breathings of soul after entire holiness,
and the afflicting views she had of the odious pature
of sin. Truly, as the hart panteth after the water
brook, so panteth her soul after God, even the living
God. Her present condition and distress she appeared
very solicitous to improve, and feared lest she should
lose her distress without clear views of redeeming
love. ¢Oh P shecried, I have lived too much at ease
—How could I rest without daily and lively communion
with God I But God showed that He heareth prayer.
He soon broke into her soul, filled her with strong
consolations, and surrounded her with songs of deli-
verance.—Blessed be Thy worthy name, glorious Re-
deemer ! Thy praise is in all the churches ! O help
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ficient reason for this ; yet permit me to beg, if you have
a leisure moment, it may be employed in writing me s
few lines. I have need of your counsel and prayers.

¢ It was matter of great surprise to me to find that
I was nominated as the assistant. Iwould gladly have
resigned the office to brother Wray ; but the Stewards
and Preachers opposed it. I am far from thinking
myself qualified for so important and weighty a charge,
and should be glad to be succeeded from England.

< At Halifax our people are lively. I think I may
say they are growing in grace, as well as gradually
increasing in number. Our society has swelled from
about sixty to one hundred, since this time twelve-
month. At Horton they remain much as they were ;
at Windsor there are some additions ; at Cumberland,
also, some have been added : at Liverpool and Shel-
burne we have sustained some loss. I believe our
aggregate number at present amounts to about five
hundred. I feel much encouraged concerning Hali-
fax : twenty have found peace with God within the
last eight months, most of whom are steady, lively,
humble souls. I am much comforted among them,
and see great cause for thankfulness. How has God
changed the scene, since I first came hither in 1786 !
The society is now eight times larger, and eight times
more serious and spiritual. Though I have many
struggles with unbelief and an evil heart, yet my sout
longs tor perfect love. O that my God would speedily
destroy the remains of the carnal mind ! .Jesus is my
hope and joy—my sun and shield !

¢ My dear—my very dear Father, I remain,
““Your Son in the Gospel,

“WiLLiam Brack.”
“ Halifax, Dec. 2d, 1789.”



REV. WILLIAM BLACK. 255

‘The diffidence with which Mr. Black assumed
the responsibilities of his new and important office,
was no unfavourable omen. By the prudence and
zeal with which he discharged its functions for more
than twenty years, he shewed himself every way
worthy of the trust reposed in him. His eye was
single, his judgment discriminating, and his love to
Christ, such as in the martyrs glowed ; while the
conciliatory spirit he uniformly exemplified in his
intercourse with his brethren, resembling less the
studious practice of an inculcated duty, than the
spontancous flow of the native affection of his heart,
secured their reciprocal confidence and attachment.
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gress of the good work under his superintendence, to-
wards the close of 1789.

¢« REVEREND SIR,—

I have herewith transmitted the number in
society, viz. 575, upwards of 400 of whom profess
faith. Since my last letter to you we have added 30
more. 'The work gradually increases. We have had
hard work preaching to a dead, hardened, ignorant
people in this town, (Halifax) but God is now giving us
to see the fruit of our labours. My soul cries out for
God, yea the living God : all else is vain and joyless ;
but God is the strength of my heart and my portion
for ever.” '

s I am,
¢ My dear Father, &c.”

We subjoin Mr. Wesley’s congratulatory and en-
couraging reply :—

¢“ My DEAR BroTHER, .
‘I am glad to hear you have some increase of the
work of God in Halifax. If you take care that the
brethren fall not vut by the way, and that there be no
jealousies or coldness between the Preachers, but you
all go on in peace and harmony, there will be an in-
crease of it in every place. I have great hopes that
the days of coldness and darkness are now past, and
that the Sun of Righteousness is rising on Nova Scotia
likewise. O stir up the gift of God that is in you,
and wrestle with God in mighty prayer. He is doing
great things in many parts of Europe, such as have
not been seen for many generations ; and the children
of God expect to see greater things than these. I do
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greater stability than the Methodist society of Halifax,
which has had many pious and able instructors in
Christ, but only one father—the honoured subject of
these memoirs. Several of the country societies,
whom the plan of his labour led him to visit two or
three times in the course of the year, were, as we
have already seen, from their juxta-position to the class
of Christians, with whom Mr. Alline’s most monstrous
errors had all the authority of oracles, in danger of
being tainted with the moral malaria. Even where
this effect did not follow, he could not view, without the
most painful ‘concern, the diffusion of principles so
utterly at variance with ¢ the form of sound words,”
and subversive of the very elements of Christian mo-
rality, as—that the Bible is an old dead letter-—ordi-
nances are neither obligatory nor useful—the resur-
rection is past already—believers may indulge in the
grossest immoralities—they may commit murder and
adultery, and their souls at the same time be free from
moral turpitude. Can it be matter of surprise to
the reader, that referring to the apparently gracious
influence which attended the inculcation of. some
fundamental truths of the Gospelin connection with
such revolting dogmas, Mr. Black should thus express
himself—<¢ I find it hard work to rejoice in the suc-
cess of Mr. H——, under whose ministry it is said
some are converted, because many of his doctrines
are unscriptural, and he is violently opposed to us :”
“ however,” he adds, ¢ if Christ is preached, and sin~
ners are converted, I will bless God for this. So many
more are added to my Father’s family : therefore I
will rejoice though they not only do not follow us, but
think it their duty to oppose us.”> No zeal but that
which is ¢ the pure flame of Love” could achieve a
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God to give me a little more to do before He calls me
hence.

¢ What has become of brother Scurr, Dobson, and
our other Yorkshire friends ¢ Some of them -doubt-
less are gone into a farther country ; but some I sup-
pose remain. I doubt you do not keep up a constans
intercourse with each other. Love as Brethren !

“f am,
¢ Dear William,
¢ Your affectionate friend and Brother,
“ JouN WEsSLEY.”

Mr. Black never hesitated to. waive his own predi-
lections in accommodation to the prejudices of others
when the surrender involved no compromise of prin-
ciple, and appeared necessary, or conducive to his
usefulness. Thus, though convinced of the scrip-
tural validity of sprinkling as the mode of adminis-
tering the ordinance of baptism, he often, in con-
formity with the views of an adult candidate, per-
formed it by immersion. It is not very creditable to
the Christian cause that this subject has been so pro-
lific a source of odsum theologicum, theological dis-
pute and acrimony. Were Pedobaptists, when ex-
pedient, to act on the principle of Mr. Black, and
Baptists to evince more of the candour and concilia-
tion of one whose name is an honour to their deno-
mination-—the late Rev. Robert Hall—there would be
more ground to hope, than at present exists, that, by
a mutual approximation, Christians now so widely
severed, would ere long cordially unite, if not in ac-
cordance of sentiment in this point, at least in show-
ing forth the redeeming love and sacrificial death of
the same Lord, both their’s and our’s. That eloquent


















































































































CHAPTER XIII.

MR. BLACK PROPOSES TO REMOVE TO ENGLAND—MI-
NISTERS AND POLITICS—DR. BUNTING’S PLEASING
TESTIMONY TO MR. BLACK’S DEEP PIETY—DETAIL-
ED ACCOUNT OF THE METHODIST SOCIETIES IN
NOVA SCOTIA AND NEW BRUNSWICK—THE POWER
OF DIVINE GRACE CONSPICUOUSLY EXEMPLIFIED IN
COLONEL BAYARD—EXTENSIVE REVIVALS IN NOVA
SCOTIA AND AT ST. JOHN, N. B.—SIGNAL FAILURE
OF ATTEMPTS TO PROPAGATE SANDIMANIAN DOC-
TRINES IN HALIFAX—DESIGNATION OF MESSRS.
BLACK AND BENNETT AS REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
BRITISH CONFERENCE TO THE AMERICAN CONFE-
RENCE ON THE POSITION OF METHODISM IN THE
CANADAS:

‘WirH the year 1794 closes Mr. Black’s Journal. It
has been my endeavour to cull from it whatever ma-
terials appeared to me most appropriate to the design
‘of biography. With those I have connected some col-
lateral topics, naturally suggested by the narrative,
and such illustrations of character as my personal
knowledge of the individuals to whom reference is
made, has enabled me to supply. In the sequel of
the work the same unbroken continuity of events is
not to be expected. Our materials, however, are not
exhausted. Much of interest yet remains; but the
extension of the volume beyond its contemplated limits
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adapted to administer comfort to you, and to every
lover of the Lord Jesus Christ, and of the souls he has
redeemed by his most precious blood.

¢ I believe no census of the people has been taken
in this, or the neighbouring province of New Bruns~
wick. The number of inhabitants in Nova Scotia, I
think, cannot be estimated at less than sixty thousand,
of whom one fourth are of the Romish communion,
and violently attached to the religion of their forefa-
thers. Some of this profession have occasionally come
under our ministry : and perhaps half a dozen have
been converted, and added to the Methedist society.

““New Brunswick does not contain more than half
the number of inhabitants there are in Nova Scotia :
perhaps not more than twenty, or at the farthest
‘twenty-five thousand. The local sitnation of these
provinces is much against us. There are few towns.
The inhabitants are thinly scattered ; and the twe
provinces are separated from each other by the Bay
of Fundy. In many places the roads are extremely
bad, and the country intersected by bays and rivers,
or divided by impregnable forests. The inhabitants
are chiefly settled along the shores of the Atlantic, the
Gulf of St. Lawrence, and the Bay of Fundy ; or, in
the interior, along the sides of rivers and lakes. The
preachers are obliged to be alone in their different
circuits, and far separated from each other. However
young a preacher may be, the sole management is
necessarily in his own hands, at least for the time
being.

« At Halifax we have a good society of about one
hundred and fifty members, most of whom profess an
experimental knowledge of the power and comforts of
religion. Last winter twelve persons were brought
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Christ Jesus. The Colonel is much attached to the
writings of Wesley and Fletcher. He has given me
an order to procure him Mr. Wesley’s Sermons, and
Mr. Fletcher’s Works, together with Dr. Coke’s
Commentary. I have not seen the good man since
my return from the United States ; but I -understand
he is still pressing on in the good way, and continues
at once to rejoice in Christ Jesus, and to weep over
his past sinful life. He is not ashamed of the Gospel
of Christ, nor of his ministers, nor yet of his people.
Blessed be God, there are at least some among the
rich and honourable, that share the reproaches of the
cross, ‘and count all things but dung, that they may
win Christ, and be found in him, not having their own
righteousness, but that which is by the faith of Jesus
Christ.’

¢“In the Windsor Circuit we have a few pious
friends. The number in society does not, I believe,
exceed sixty. At Newport, which is included in the
cireuit, we had formerly about eighty members, most
of whom were the fruits of Mr. John Mann’s ministry ;
but at present we can hardly say that we have any so-
ciety there. Most of them have returned to the world
again, or gone over to the Antinomians. I doubt if
ten remain who meet in class. Horton is the prineipal
place in the circuit, where we have a convenient chs-
pel, which is generally well attended. For several
years, the Rev. Mr. Twining, a Missionary of the
Established Church, resident at Cornwallis, has once
in three weeks preached in our chapel at Horton, and
frequently administered the Lord’s Supper to our
people. About five or six years ago, he was first
brought to experience the converting grace of God ;
from which time he has not shunned to declare the
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the do nothing scheme, or Antinomian delusion, has
never yet been able to force its way, is a pleasing ex-
ception. There the most abandoned has, for a num-
ber of years, become the most orderly and pious part
of the country. Civil and religious discords have ren-
dered almost vain all the labour bestowed on the other
parts of the circuit.

¢ On the River St. John, in the Province of New
Brunswick, there are three or four chapels, and about
two hundred members.

¢ At the City St. John, our chapel will probably con-
tain four hundred persons, and is generally well at-
tended. There are about eighty in society. Our
members here, also, have been much reduced by emi-
gration, occasioned chiefly by the late and present
war having so seriously affected their trade. Had
we been able to supply the settlements on the River
St. John with suitable preachers for the last twelve
years, almost the entire country, for two hundred
miles together, would have embraced the Methodist
doctrines. That time is now lost; they are deeply
initiated into the mysteries of Antinomianism, which
in some instances has produced extravagancies
hardly to be surpassed in the whole history of en-
thusiasm.

¢ At St. Stephen’s; on the River Schoodic, a branch
of the St. Croix, which divides the United States from
the British territory, and St. David’s, another branch
of the same river, we have two chapels and a number
of worthy, pious friends. The society consists of
about seventy members, chiefly the fruits of Mr. Mc-
Coll’s ministry.

““Such are the general outlines of the work in this
country, Any hints from you will be received by us
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standing ; and I never saw him do so without bedew=
ing it with his tears. Before he had proceeded many
verses in the lesson, his venerable and majestic form
would tremble, as if beneath the superincumbent
weight of the Spirit of Glory and of God that rested
upon him; tears would suffuse his face ; and some
pious ejaculation, or burst of praise, intermingled with
the heavenly oracles, would touch a responsive chord
in every heart possessed of a particle of spiritual sus-
ceptibility. Eternity has now placed its signet upon
his character. Sweetly he sleeps in Jesus. I here
record my deep-felt gratitude to God that I ever knew
him.
——— Take him for all in all,
I ne’er shall look upon his like again.””

Mr. Black appears to have attended the American
Conference of 1804, and to have been personally re-
quested by Dr. Coke, while there, to take a station
for a time in Bermuda. The matter, it would seem,
was fixed : and in order to conciliate the minds of the
society at Halifax, to Mr. Black’s temporary removal
from thém, the Dr. addressed to them the following
letter : —

¢ ParLApELpHIA, May 28, 1804.
“VERY DEAR BRETHREN,

I have earnestly requested my highly esteemed
friend, the -Rev. William Black, to visit Bermuda,
and if a door be opened there for the Gospel, to remove
his family thither, and spend three or four years in the
Island : and he has at last consented, though his love
and sympathy for and with you, were very powerful
hindrances to his compliance.

¢ I shall use my utmost endeavours at the next Eu-
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vince be greatly elevated and promoted. This stg-
gestion, in whatever light it may be regarded, ema-
nates from the best affection of the writer towards
the esteemed brethren with whom he has been, for
several years, associated, and from a pure (he does
not say prophetic) regard to the interests and honour
of Upper Canada Methodism. -

Vive, vale ! si quid novisti rectius istis,

Candidus imperti ; si non, his utere mecum.—Hom

Farewell ! and if a better system’s thine,

Impart it FRANKLY, or make use of mine.
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fully dispersed, as to blend insensibly into one another,
But many, there is reason to believe, are eloquent in
their declamations against bigotry, ‘¢ whose love of
good men’’ does not glow very intensely beyond the
precincts of their own communion. A spirit of exclu-
siveness in religion, unlovely and repulsive at all
times, is peculiarly inexcusable when it extends its
operation to those who substantially agree with us in
sentiment, purely because they are not or vs. Of all
denominations of Christians, there are none between
whom there exist less real grounds for shyness and
alienation than Churchmen and Methodists. If the de-
claration of an eminent member of the Establishment
—A Methodist is a Churchman in earnest’>—be true,
it is natural to suppose, that ‘a Churchman in ear-
nest,” using that expression in its best sense, must
have rather an intimate alliance with Methodism, at
least in spirit. To the gratifying exemplifications of
this kind, in Nova Scotia, which we have already re-
corded, we are happy in having it in our power to
add another in the Rev. Mr. Wright, whose faithful
and impressive ministry, will be either °*the savor
of life unto life, or of death unto death* to those who
sat under it. 'This deeply humble and devout man
evinced towards Mr. Black the utmost respect and
Christian regard, which the following letter attests
were fully reciprocated :—

To the Rev. Mr. Wright of Chester.*

¢ HaLIFAX, Aug. 7th 1819
¢¢ REVEREND AND Drar Sir, .
¢ On my return from the country, I had the happl-

* The latter years of Mr. Wright’s ministry were speat in Hor-
ton, where he was esteemed by all denominations, as a meek and
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as he ascended it, a fresh unction from the Holy One,
than a connected train of edifying thought. And many
were the seals of his apostleship. Besides the incal-
culably beneficial effect of his zealous labours and holy
example in edifying the people of God, not less, pro-
‘bably, than five hundred instances might even now be
traced in which truth from his lips was clothed with
salvation to those who heard it. The day draweth
nigh when he will be rewarded yet more openly. Few,
it is believed, even among the most faithful and suc-~
cessful ministers of the Lord Jesus, will receive from
Him a crown studded with more or brighter gems,
yhen ¢“they that be wise shall shine as the brightness
of the firmament; AND THEY THAT TURN MANY TO
RIGHTEOUSNESS AS THE STARS FOR EVER AND RVER.”

THE END.



ERRATA.
Page 3, last linobut one, for where read when.

“ last line i
« glnm r } for received, read regarded.

* 120, fourth line from bottom, for witkout resd with.
“ 248 twelfthline  top  for distinctly resd distinctively.
¢ 248, fourteenth lipe  “ for pures read pares.



















